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MODERATOR
Sarah Catz
Director, Center for Urban Infrastructure and Advisory Board Member, Mobility 21
Sarah L. Catz is the Director of the Center for Urban Infrastructure at Brandman
University – Chapman University System and a Research Associate in the
Institute of Transportation Studies at University of California, Irvine. She joined
the Mobility 21 Advisory Board in 2015.
During the past two decades, Sarah has been a leading
transportation/infrastructure and public policy expert and has played a key role in
critical transportation and infrastructure projects, both at the local and state levels. She has served as
the state’s acting Deputy Secretary of Transportation as well as the project manager for The
Commission on Building for the 21st Century, a California infrastructure commission that included
projects within water, transportation, housing, facilities and technology sectors. While with the state of
California, Sarah also helped secure state funding for critical infrastructure projects, including major
rail projects in southern California.
Sarah spent 10 years on the Board of Directors of the Orange County Transportation Authority and
served as Chairman of the Board, and was a founding member and two-term chairperson of the Board
of Directors of Southern California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink). Sarah is currently Chairwoman
of the Orange County Forum, a nonpartisan current affairs organization convening the Orange County
civic community to exchange ideas, and discuss public policy issues with distinguished speakers and
national leaders.
Sarah recently joined Vectis Strategies, a national public relations and public affairs firm, as Senior
Partner. Prior to joining Vectis, Sarah was Vice Chancellor of External Affairs at Brandman UniversityChapman University System with responsibility for community and government relations as well as
advancement and alumni relations. She has also been a partner in a national law firm and operated
her own public affairs consulting practice.
Sarah has been recognized by The League of Women Voters of Orange County with the “OC Woman
of Achievement” Award and by OC Metro Magazine as one of “10 Women Making a Difference in
Orange County.” She also is the recipient of the California Transportation Foundation Tranny Award
for “Citizen of the Year” and has been named “Woman of the Year” three times by the Orange County
Chapter of WTS.
Sarah received her law degree from the University of Santa Clara and her bachelor’s degree from
George Washington University.
PANELISTS
Hon. Ben Allen
Senator, California State Senate - 26th District and Member, Senate
Transportation and Housing Committee
On November 4, 2014, California State Senator Ben Allen was overwhelmingly
elected to represent the 26th Senate District, which consists of the Westside and
coastal South Bay communities of Los Angeles County stretching from Santa
Monica to the Palos Verdes Peninsula.
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Senator Allen serves as chair of the Senate Elections and Constitutional Amendments Committee as
well as the legislature's Joint Committee on the Arts. He is a member of the Senate Budget and Fiscal
Review Committee, the Budget Subcommittee on Education, the Natural Resources and Water
Committee, the Transportation and Housing Committee, and the Veterans Affairs Committee.
Senator Allen is a former board member, and former Board President, of the Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District. On the School Board, he was a leader on issues of environmental
sustainability, financial accountability, and community engagement. While President, he helped
shepherd through a successful $385 million bond measure (which upgraded District facilities using
cutting-edge environmental best practices and created good new local jobs). He helped lead the
negotiations for the District with the City of Santa Monica that increased and stabilized City funding for
the schools, and he supported efforts to ensure that the District provides all students with high-quality
educational opportunities regardless of their background or means.
Senator Allen was a member of the executive board of the Los Angeles County School Trustees
Association, and he was Chair of L.A. County’s Committee on School District Organization. He led the
successful Los Angeles launch of The Spark Program, a non-profit organization that connects at-risk
middle school students with apprenticeships; and he currently serves on Spark’s Los Angeles advisory
board.
While in law school, he served as a voting member of the University Of California Board Of Regents,
and was a judicial clerk with the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. As an
attorney, he worked for the law firm of Richardson & Patel LLP, and previously as a litigator with Bryan
Cave LLP.
Prior to his law career, Senator Allen worked for the National Democratic Institute for International
Affairs (NDI), and then as communications director for Congressman Jose Serrano (D-NY). He is now
a senior fellow with the international human rights organization, Humanity in Action, a member of the
Pacific Council on International Policy, and a graduate of the Jewish Federation's New Leaders Project.
He has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Harvard University, where he graduated cum laude in History;
a Master of Philosophy degree from the University of Cambridge, and a Juris Doctorate from UC
Berkeley. He is fluent in Spanish.
Senator Allen was a lecturer at UCLA Law School, where he taught education law and policy.
Randell Iwasaki
Executive Director, Contra Costa Transportation Authority
Randell “Randy” Iwasaki has served at the Executive Director of the Contra Costa
Transportation Authority (CCTA) since his appointment in April 2010.	
  
CCTA administers a one-half percent sales tax program and serves as Contra
Costa’s Congestion Management Agency, making recommendations on how
state and federal transportation funds will be used in the County.
Prior to joining CCTA, Randy was appointed by Governor Schwarzenegger in
August 2009 as Director of the California Department of Transportation. He was in charge of the
operation of the California state transportation system. He oversaw an annual budget of almost $14
billion and a staff of more than 22,000.
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Randy serves on a number of national transportation panels and advisory boards and was
appointment by Secretary LaHood to the National Freight Advisory Committee (NFAC). He has
subsequently been named the Chair of NFAC. The committee will provide input to United States
Department of Transportation staff to help craft the first US Strategic Freight Plan.
In 2008, Randy was the recipient of the Thomas H. McDonald Memorial Award, which is considered
the highest award presented by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation
Officials for “rendering continuous outstanding service over an extended period of time or have made
some exceptional contribution to the art and science of highway engineering.” In 2009, he was named
as one of the 25 “Doers, Dreamers and Drivers” by Government Technology magazine.
Randy earned his bachelor’s degree in Engineering from California Polytechnic State University, San
Luis Obispo, and a Master’s in Engineering from California State University, Fresno.

Dave McCreadie
Manager of Vehicle Electrification & Infrastructure, Ford
David McCreadie has worked at Ford for more than 23 years. He spent 20 years
in Product Development, working in a number of technical areas across all
product lines, including five years leading the noise/vibration development of all
the company’s electrified products. His larger interest in electrified and
sustainable transportation led him to move into Ford’s Sustainability organization
back in 2012. In this role, David has been leading efforts to set strategy for plug-in vehicle integration
with the electric grid, as well as project leader for two of Ford’s Smart Mobility experiments that are
looking at ways to solve some of the issues and barriers to safe and effective personal mobility in all
its different forms around the globe.

Eric Noble
Founder and President, The CARLAB
Eric is founder and president of The CARLAB, an advanced automotive
consulting firm that helps manufacturers and suppliers plan and design new
vehicles. Founded in 1999, it is the most influential auto product consultancy in North America, serving
carmakers from Nissan to Ferrari, Toyota, VW, Honda and Subaru, in addition to industry suppliers
such as Continental, global auto clubs and the energy industry.
Eric is a Professor of Vehicle Technology at Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, where most of
the world’s top car designers are trained. He is a frequent media commentator and analyst on the auto
industry, and a member of the Motor Press Guild.
In addition to his professional activities, Eric is a longtime environmental volunteer with the Sierra Club,
and enjoys surfing and off-road camping with his wife and two sons.

