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MODERATOR
Peter Buffa
Director, Barclays Capital - Public Finance
Peter Buffa is a Director with the Barclays public finance team. Peter joined
Barclays in 2011, after serving more than 25 years as a policy maker with a
number of Southern California public agencies. In addition to 12 years as a
Mayor and Council Member in the City of Costa Mesa, California, Peter served 11 years as a
Director and Chair of the Transportation Corridor Agencies, and most recently, five years as a
Director and Chair of the Orange County Transportation Authority. In 2009 and 2010, he played an
integral role in developing an initiative to accelerate project funding and approval at the federal
level, called “Breaking Down Barriers,” elements of were incorporated into the Map-21 Surface
Transportation Reauthorization Act in 2013.
At Barclays, Peter’s project experience includes the 2013 refinancing of the SR-91 Express Lanes;
the $2.3 billion refinancing of the SR-241 Foothill-Eastern Toll Road in December 2013, the largest
standalone U.S. municipal bond transaction of the year, and the $1.3 billion refinancing of the
SR73 San Joaquin Hills Toll Road in December 2014.
PANELISTS
Dr. Evelyn Blumenberg
Professor and Chair of Urban Planning, UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs
Evelyn Blumenberg is a Professor of Urban Planning and Chair of the Department
of Urban Planning in the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs. Her research
examines the relationship between the urban structure of metropolitan areas—the
spatial location of residents, employment, and services—and outcomes for lowwage workers. Her recent projects include analyses of the residential location and
travel behavior of young adults, the relationship between automobile ownership
and employment outcomes among the poor, and the transportation expenditure
burden. Evelyn holds a bachelor's degree in political science from the University
of California, Berkeley, and a master's degree and Ph.D. in urban planning from the University of
California, Los Angeles.
Blanca Castro
Senior Manager of Advocacy, AARP California
Blanca Castro, Advocacy Director for AARP California, is responsible for leading
federal and state advocacy efforts and coordinating grassroots activities in
support of AARP’s legislative priorities. She is responsible for strategic
development of statewide issues on legislative priorities for California including:
Age Friendly Communities, Caregiving/Long Term Care, Financial Resiliency, and
Technology.
Blanca has more than 20 years in public affairs in various capacities, including development of
statewide social marketing campaigns when she was appointed by the Governor to be Deputy Director
of Public Affairs to the California Department of Social Services in 2000. Blanca managed daily
operations for the Medi-Cal Provider Relations Unit at Xerox as Manager of Provider Relations, this
included being the face of the program with Provider groups and health care organizations and
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overseeing the training, education and outreach on all Medi-cal policies that impacted provider
services. In addition, Blanca has extensive experience in the development and implementation of
political campaigns from statewide school initiatives, to local school bonds, to local elected officials.
Her advocacy and lobbying experience is in effective coalition building and development of strategic
advocacy and outreach plans throughout her career in both the private, non-profit and public sectors.
Blanca was born in Mexico City and immigrated to the United States in 1960. She grew up in the San
Gabriel Valley, attended Alhambra High School, and graduated from University of California, Berkeley
in 1981. She was a Coro Fellow in Los Angeles in 1993. Blanca is a mother of three sons and five
grandchildren.

Rudy Espinoza
Executive Director, Leadership for Urban Renewal Network
Rudy Espinoza is the Executive Director of Leadership for Urban Renewal
Network (LURN), a community development organization designing innovations
to responsibly revitalize low-income, urban areas. Rudy manages initiatives that
include a micro-lending program for healthy food entrepreneurs and a purchasing cooperative that
offers procurement and distribution services for small grocers in low-income neighborhoods. Before
LURN, Rudy worked in south Los Angeles providing micro-loans to street vendors. He serves on the
Los Angeles Board of Transportation Commissioners, the Board of Directors for the LA Kitchen,
Esperanza Community Housing Corporation, and the LA Food Policy Council. Rudy holds degrees in
Business and Urban Planning.
Hasan Ikhrata
Executive Director, Southern California Association of Governments and Board
Member, Mobility 21
Considered one of the preeminent transportation planning experts in the nation,
Hasan Ikhrata is the Executive Director of the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG), the largest metropolitan planning organization in the United
States. Appointed in January 2008, Hasan has nearly 30 years of public and
private sector experience in transportation planning in Southern California. At
SCAG, Hasan implements the policies of an 86-member Regional Council and
directs day-to-day operations of the agency. He is credited with being a
transformational and unifying leader who has enhanced SCAG’s value to member
agencies and fostered unprecedented levels of public input and participation in the development of
regional transportation plans.
Prior to joining SCAG in 1994, Hasan worked for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA), and the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). Hasan also worked
abroad for the USSR government, Moscow Metro Corporation.
Hasan holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in Civil and Industrial Engineering from Zaporozhye
University in the former Soviet Union; a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from UCLA and a PhD
Candidacy in Urban Planning and Transportation from USC.

