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MODERATOR 
 
Lou Thompson 
Principal, Thompson, Galenson and Associates, LLC and Member, California 
High-Speed Rail Peer Review Group 
 
Lou Thompson is the Principal for Thompson, Galenson and Associates, LLC, 
which provides consulting assistance on transport strategy and policy 
development issues worldwide. The firm focuses on rail issues, but also works in 
the larger context of the transport sector. Additionally, as of March 1, 2013, Lou 

has served as Chairman on the California High-Speed Rail Peer Review Group, where they review 
plans for the High Speed Rail project and provide comments and advice to the Governor and the 
Legislature. Lou is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Railroad Research Foundation 
(RRF), the research planning and administration arm of the Association of American Railroads. 
 
Lou has had considerable involvement on transportation issues, particularly railway activities; 
throughout his career he has consulted on economic, political and financial aspects of transportation. 
His experience is notable and varied, such as working for The Badger Co. Inc, in Cambridge, U.S. 
Department of Transportation (US DOT), Richard J. Barber Associates in D.C., and The World Bank. 
 
Lou received his Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering from M.I.T., and his Master of Business 
Administration from Harvard University.  
 
 
PANELISTS 

 
Jennifer Bergener 
Managing Director, Los Angeles – San Diego – San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor 
(LOSSAN) 
 
Jennifer Bergener has dedicated her entire professional career to the 

advancement of transportation. With nearly 20 years in the transportation industry, Jennifer has held 
positions with Amtrak, San Mateo County Transportation District, and the Orange County 
Transportation Authority bringing diverse experience in transportation planning, programming, finance, 
project development and government/community affairs. Jennifer defines a woman who has directly 
contributed to the advancement of women in the transportation field. 
  
As the current Director of Rail and Facilities Engineering for the Orange County Transportation 
Authority (OCTA), Jennifer is responsible for the development and implementation of OCTA’s $3 
billion program of complex public transit capital and operating projects. Her ability to support women 
transportation professionals reaches beyond the public sector as these projects move through the 
project development cycle. 
  
As the vice president of the Railway Association of Southern California, her leadership has helped to 
advance the profile of women in the rail industry. Her latest achievement is being named the Interim 
Executive Director of the LOSSAN managing agency. In this role, she will guide the future of rail 
service throughout the region. Jennifer is recognized and respected in the rail community, and as a 
nearly 20 year transportation veteran, she is only now hitting her stride. 
  
Jennifer has guided the professional development of countless women. As she has advanced through 
her own career, she has taken the time to mentor and help shape the careers of women who have 
worked with her and for her. She is a gifted teacher who has the ability to take complex concepts and 
communicate them clearly and concisely. She ensures her team members have their own 
opportunities to excel in the industry. 
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Many elements of leadership can be taught, but one of the most valued is the instinct and ability to 
lead by example. She is determined and accessible, and she is just as passionate in her efforts to 
inspire her team as she is to advance her own career.  
 
 

Bradley Cox 
Senior Managing Director, Trammell Crow Company 
 
Brad Cox serves as Senior Managing Director for Trammell Crow Company 
where his primary focus is raising capital, setting investment strategy, creating 
deal flow, and overseeing the day-to-day activities for the Los Angeles Business 
Unit. Trammell Crow Company is a 66-year national development company, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of CBRE, with offices in 16 cities. 
 
The Los Angeles division portfolio currently includes $400M of in process 
development including 102 acres of industrial development in Los Angeles, 

Carson and La Verne, medical office buildings for USC, mixed use office in Downtown Los Angeles 
and Pasadena, and multifamily developments in Santa Monica. 
 
Brad serves as Chairman of the Los Angeles Business Council Institute. He is also the  
Chairman of the Santa Monica Alliance and recently served as the 2013 Chairman of the Santa 
Monica Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Prior to joining Trammell Crow Company, Brad was Senior Managing Director of the  
Southern California region for Cushman & Wakefield that included six offices and 135  
brokers. His career experience has included the development, marketing and leasing  
activities of real estate portfolios totaling in excess of 10M SF for institutional and  
entrepreneurial owners in Southern California. 
 
Prior to Cushman & Wakefield, past development and leasing experience includes the  
1.2M SF Westwood Gateway project in West Los Angeles, the 600,000 SF 550 South Hope Street 
project and the repositioning of the 1.2M SF 55 story 333 South Hope Street building in downtown Los 
Angeles on behalf of, Bren Investment Properties, The Koll Company and Metlife. 
 
Brad is a member of the Valley Industry and Commerce Association, Chairman of the Los Angeles 
Business Council Institute, Past Chairman of the Santa Monica Chamber of Commerce, Chairman of 
the Santa Monica Alliance, an Advisory Board Member of the Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment 
Commission, Vice President of the Heidi Duckler Dance Theatre, Past Chairman of the Los Angeles 
Business Council, and Past Chairman of the Los Angeles Commercial Realty Association.  He 
graduated from the University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Science, Marketing, is LEED® AP and a 
California Real Estate Broker. 
 
 

Arthur T. Leahy  
CEO, Metrolink and Chair, Mobility 21 
 
In April 2015, Art Leahy was appointed as Metrolink’s Chief Executive Officer. He 
brings more than 40 years of public transportation leadership and experience to 
Metrolink. 
 
One of the nation’s leading transit officials, Art served as chief executive officer of 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) for six 
years. During that time, he guided implementation of one of the largest public 
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works programs in United States history, securing billions in federal and state dollars to help 
finance construction of dozens of transit and highway projects.  
 
He led the completion of numerous projects funded by Los Angeles County’s Measure R. Metro has 
transit and highway projects valued at more than $14 billion, eclipsing that of any other transportation 
agency in the nation. This includes an unprecedented five new rail projects under construction, 
including phase 2 of the Expo Line extension to Santa Monica and the Metro Gold Line Foothill 
Extension to Azusa, as well as the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project, the Regional Connector in 
downtown Los Angeles, and the first phase of the Westside Purple Line subway extension to Wilshire 
and La Cienega. 
 
Art also launched a $1.2-billion overhaul of the Metro Blue Line and guided the purchase of a new fleet 
of rail cars. And he helped transform the iconic Union Station into the hub of the region’s expanding 
bus and rail transit network and led the agency’s acquisition of the 75-year-old iconic facility. 
 
Though Metrolink is a separate transportation agency from Metro, the two agencies work 
collaboratively on multiple fronts to provide effective and efficient public transportation options for 
people throughout the region. For example, Metrolink and Metro worked together closely to ensure 
that Metrolink riders would continue to transfer seamlessly to all Metro subway, light rail and bus lines 
following implementation of the Metro TAP initiative. 
 
Metrolink offers connections to nearly 30 other public transportation providers throughout Southern 
California at no additional cost. Other Metrolink transportation connections include the OCTA bus 
system, Riverside Transit Agency (RTA), Omnitrans in San Bernardino County and Ventura Intercity 
Service Transit Authority (VISTA). In addition, the Rail 2 Rail® program allows Metrolink Monthly Pass 
holders along the Orange and Ventura County corridors to travel on Amtrak Pacific Surfliner trains 
within the station pairs of their pass at no additional charge.   
 
Prior to his tenure as Metro CEO, Art led the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) from 
2001 to 2009, and served as the general manager of Metro Transit from 1997 to 2001 in Minneapolis-
St. Paul. 
 
While at OCTA, Art led efforts to secure reauthorization of the $12 billion Measure M sales 
tax proposal, which gained 70 percent approval from Orange County voters in November 2006. 
Measure M led to the expansion of the county’s rail and bus systems, along with numerous 
enhancements of streets, highways, and traffic management systems. 
 
Growing up in Highland Park community in Los Angeles, both of Art’s parents worked in transit and he 
followed in their footsteps. He started as a bus operator for the Southern California Rapid Transit 
District (SCRTD) in Los Angeles in 1971 and rose through the ranks to become chief operations officer 
before taking the position in Minneapolis. 
 
Prior to earning a Masters of Public Administration degree from the University of Southern California in 
1982, Art completed a Bachelor of Arts degree from California State University, Los Angeles in political 
science (1974) and certificate in transportation management (1973) from UCLA. 
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Jeff Morales 
CEO, California High-Speed Rail Authority 
 
Jeff Morales is the Chief Executive Officer of the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority and has a distinguished record of experience managing large and 
complex transportation issues and projects. 
As the former Director of the California Department of Transportation, Jeff 
managed a $10 billion program and more than 23,000 employees working to build, 
maintain and operate the largest state transportation system in the U.S. 

 
Jeff most recently was Senior Vice President of Parsons Brinckerhoff, where he worked with 
transportation agencies across the United States and internationally to develop and implement major 
capital programs and is the past executive vice president of the Chicago Transit Authority where he 
spearheaded major reforms at the nation’s second-largest transit agency. 
 
His experience at the federal level includes serving as a member of President-Elect Obama’s 
transition team focusing on transportation, Vice President Al Gore’s National Performance Review, the 
White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security, the United States Department of 
Transportation and as U.S. Senate staff. 
 
 
 

Bryan Pennington 
Executive Director – Engineering & Construction, Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority  
 
Bryan Pennington joined the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (Metro) in December 2011. He is the Executive Director, Engineering 
and Construction for the Engineering and Construction Department. 
  
Bryan’s career has spanned more than 35 years and he has extensive program 
and construction management experience that has focused on managing large, 
multi-disciplinary teams through all stages of the project life cycle; from Planning 

to Conceptual Design and Engineering through Project Commissioning and Handover. His career has 
been predominantly in the transit field, although he has experience in highways, and rail projects. He 
has extensive experience of tunneling in urban contexts. 
 
He has lived in North America for the last 16 years and before that he lived and worked in a number of 
countries throughout the world. He has worked for transit agencies, consultants and contractors and, 
at one time, he also owned and operated a niche transit consultancy.  
 
Bryan is responsible for Metro’s multi-billion dollar budget for Transit, Highway, Regional Rail, and 
Capital Projects. 
 


