
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 26, 2012 
 
«Prefix» «First__MI» «Last_Name» 
«Organization» 
«Address» 
«City», «State» «Postal_Code» 
 
Subject: Mobility 21’s Transportation Bill Conference Priorities 
 
Transmitted via fax  
 
 
Dear «Title» «Last_Name»: 
 
On behalf of Mobility 21, I am writing to thank you for making progress to 
reauthorize our nation’s surface transportation bill. Your tireless work to 
develop a federal program that helps build the transportation system of the 
21st century will reduce congestion, improve air quality and create much-
needed jobs. As you know, a multi-year bill is essential to deliver projects 
quickly and use tax dollars wisely. 
 
As the Conference Committee works to reconcile the House and Senate 
surface transportation bills, we urge you to include policies that recognize 
infrastructure’s critical role in our nation’s economy to support commerce, 
create jobs and maintain global competiveness. Specifically, we urge you 
to include the following provisions in the final bipartisan bill: 
 
1) Creation of a national freight movement program with 

dedicated funding source 
Freight movement is key to job creation and economic growth 
throughout the nation. More than 40 percent of the nation’s 
seaborne cargo enters Southern California’s ports, creating jobs, 
income and tax revenue in all 50 states. We strongly support the 
creation of a National Freight Movement policy with designated 
funds established to support this important program. A federal 
freight program must maintain Projects of National and Regional 
Significance to enhance our import and export activity and secure 
America’s place as a global economic force. 

 
2) Inclusion of all America Fast Forward provisions 

Mobility 21 urges Congress to adopt all elements of the America 
Fast Forward initiative to provide low-cost financing options for 
qualified, credit-worthy projects. A flexible program that enhances 



 
 

and expands the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and 
Innovation Act loan program and creates Qualified Transportation 
Improvement Bonds will accelerate project delivery and the creation 
of jobs. To minimize impacts on the federal budget and maximize 
the generation of new jobs, particularly in the small business sector, 
Congress must adopt a new federal financing approach outlined in 
America Fast Forward. 

 
3) Improve federal regulation process to accelerate project 

delivery through Breaking Down Barriers initiative 
Decreased capital investment in transportation, coupled with the 
length of time it takes for federally funded projects to begin 
construction, has resulted in unprecedented unemployment in the 
transportation industry. The Breaking Down Barriers initiative will 
help unlock projects trapped in the federal project delivery process 
and get people back to work without the need for massive amounts 
of additional federal investment. We encourage Congress to 
improve the federal regulation environment that provides oversight 
without slowing projects down and enables efficient use of taxpayer 
dollars.   

 
We urge the Conference Committee to pass a transportation bill 
immediately to provide long-term certainty for transportation planners. 
Thank you for your leadership and we look forward to working with you to 
deliver an innovative transportation bill to get America moving again. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Marnie O’Brien Primmer 
Mobility 21 Executive Director 
 
 
 


