
GOODS MOVEMENT:
Investing in a Strong Economy
Freight movement is a key economic engine for our 
global competitiveness. To ensure the safe, reliable 
and faster time to market for consumer goods, 
investment in our freight movement network 
is essential. Southern California Association 
of Governments’ Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP) requires almost $60 billion in funding over 
the next 25 years to improve and maintain the 
region’s national freight infrastructure assets while 
mitigating negative impacts of goods movement.  
In addition, the San Diego Association of 
Governments’ RTP requires more than $19 billion 
over the next 40 years for freight movement.

Expanding on MAP-21’s federal freight program, 
Mobility 21 urges Congress to: 
•	 Establish a national freight system.
•	 Invest in the entire spectrum of issues arising 

from goods movement in a metropolitan region, 
as well as the first and last mile leading in and 
out of the ports.

•	 Seek additional revenues for freight movement 
including the creation of a Freight Trust 
Fund with a specified sunset date for a set of 
infrastructure improvement projects prioritized 
by the region for ports, border crossings, key 
freight assets and mitigation to complement the 
significant Southern California investment.

 » Projects comprised of water/landside 
gateways, international borders and corridor 
projects; highway, grade-separations, freight 
rail benefiting passenger rail and port/
intermodal projects.

 » Ensure revenues generated for freight 
movement be specifically designated to fund 
projects that have performance measures 
and mitigate congestion, air quality and 
community impacts directly associated with 
the movement of freight.

 » Eligible projects should include zero-
emission elements and seek to obtain 
private funds/investment (e.g., tolls or 
public-private partnerships).

With a strong federal investment, transportation will  
lead the nation to economic growth by strengthening  
our trade corridors, providing good-paying jobs, reducing 
congestion and cleaning the air we breathe. 

The U.S. economy relies on transportation 
infrastructure to move people and goods 
efficiently and safely around the country. Without 
a well-functioning and well-maintained system, 
much of the nation’s economic activity is 
negatively impacted.

With an expected population increase in the 
Southern California region of six million people 
over the next decade, accompanied by a projected 
increase in the vehicle miles traveled from the 
current 22 million miles to 48 million miles 
annually, a strong federal partnership is critical to 
invest in our aging transportation systems. 

At a time when construction costs are low and 
unemployment is high, federal investment in 
transportation during this growing economy will 
yield high returns. Transportation investment 
creates jobs, delivers projects that help us move 
goods to market more cost-effectively, provides 
mobility options and reduces congestion.

FEDERAL INVESTMENT:
Maintaining Global Competitiveness
As the U.S. works to maintain its global 
competitiveness, consider the chart below 
showing the percent of our gross domestic 
product invested in infrastructure in comparison 
to our international competitors. Relative to the 
size of our economy, the U.S. is investing less in 
infrastructure than many other nations.

Keeping America Strong
MAKING THE CASE FOR FEDERAL  
INVESTMENT IN TRANSPORTATION

Country
Percent of GDP 

invested in infrastructure*

China 9%

India 7.5%

Western Europe 5%

United States 2.4%

Brazil 1%

Metrolink commuter rail service 
accommodates 44,000 daily 
boardings at 55 stations in  
Southern California.

Research shows that public 
transportation is an effective way to 
improve air quality.

On average, each person in the 
United States wastes 38 hours per 
year stuck in gridlock traffic.

*Source: The Economist



TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS:
Improving Mobility Across Modes
A critical element in developing a vibrant 
economy with less congestion and improved 
air quality is a comprehensive transportation 
system with synergy between all modes. For this 
reason, Congress must not fund one mode of 
transportation at the expense of another; there 
must be a balance of policy between highways, 
transit, freight, intercity rail, commuter rail, 
bikeways and pedestrian walkways. Every area of 
the nation must be treated according to its unique 
needs and characteristics. 

TRANSIT INVESTMENT:
Reaching Sustainability Goals
Transit and active transportation projects provide 
safe, reliable and economical transportation 
choices that decrease household transportation 
costs, reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign 
oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and promote public health. 

Mobility 21 urges Congress to:
•	 Invest in a robust New/Small Starts program 

to expand the nation’s rail and bus rapid transit 
network;

•	 Maintain implementation deadlines for Positive 
Train Control (PTC) and other safety measures;

•	 Permanently establish commuter tax benefits 
and the alternative fuel tax credit; and

•	 Invest in projects that support commuter rail 
and transit connectivity to High-Speed Rail, but 
are not Prop 1A eligible.

Tracking Transportation’s
RETURN ON INVESTMENT

Transit’s Positive Impact 
TO ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

$105 billion
INVESTED ANNUALLY 
IN TRANSPORTATION 
PROGRAMS THROUGH 
MAP-21

18,000
JOBS*

1.89 million jobs

$1 billion
INVESTMENT



No nation can be an economic leader if it 
can’t move people and goods; 

no nation can thrive if its 
people are trapped in traffic,  
losing 4.8 billion hours from work and paying 
the price for polluted air.”

– Senate Environment and Public Works Chairwoman 
Barbara Boxer (D-CA)

Working together in the 113th Congress, 
the committee will focus on strengthening 
America’s national transportation network 
to make us more efficient, more competitive 
and more prosperous. 

This is an important 
responsibility of 
government — especially 
the federal government.”
– House Transportation & Infrastructure Chairman 

Bill Shuster (R-PA)

For every $1 invested 
in transit, there is a $6 
return on investment 
generated by local 
economic activity from 
retail and housing 
development near transit.

*Source: Caltrans

*Source: American Public 
Transportation Association (APTA)

ROADS & HIGHWAYS:
Maintaining our Investment  
and Preparing for the Future
Each year, we fall farther behind in terms of the 
investment needed to adequately maintain the 
nation’s highway system leading to more and 
more potholes and deficient bridges – not to 
mention the need for improvements to the system 
to meet the needs of a growing country. A well-
maintained and improved roadway network is 
critical to address traffic congestion, improve 
safety, provide for expanded transit services, 
promote economic activity and serve growing 
goods movement needs.

Mobility 21 urges Congress to:
•	 Provide a stable, sustainable level of investment 

to address deferred maintenance needs and 
provide for critical improvements;

•	 Support flexibility in the use of federal funds to 
meet differing needs within the states; and

•	 Encourage maximum flexibility in project 
delivery methods and minimize process and 
procedural impediments so that federal funds 
can be spent quickly and efficiently. 

AIR QUALITY:
Keeping Transportation Green
As congestion increases, Southern California 
continues to have poor air quality that does not 
meet federal requirements. Southern California 
relies on funding from the Congestion Mitigation 
Air Quality (CMAQ) program to address air 
quality issues and reduce the transportation 
sector’s impacts on the environment. 

Mobility 21 urges Congress to:
•	 Allocate CMAQ funding directly to 

transportation commissions.

BY THE NUMBERS:
What’s at Stake
The U.S. has a lot riding on the success of our 
transportation system. If Congress does not 
take action now to maintain, update and build 
infrastructure across the country, economic 
activity will grind to a halt.

5.5 billion hours
69,223 
bridges

78.6 million jobs
Hours Americans waste 
each year stuck in traffic, 
reflecting a 
cost of $129 
billion in time 
delays and 
wasted fuel. 1

Number of bridges in the 
U.S. that are structurally 
deficient and in need  
of repair. 2

Number of non-transportation 
American jobs that depend  
on the 
transportation 
construction 
industry. 3

1 2012 Texas Transportation Institute Urban Mobility Report, 2 FHWA, 3 2010 ARTBA U.S. Transportation Construction Industry Profile 
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