
GET AMERICA
MOVING AGAIN

Regional system. National asset. 
Global force.
Increasing imports and exports means a growing U.S. economy.  
Southern California is home to four ports, including the largest port 
complex in the nation. Careful investment in freight infrastructure makes 
vital economic growth possible. The Southern California Association of 
Governments region needs almost $60 billion over 
the next 25 years to improve and maintain its freight 
movement infrastructure and maintain America’s place 
as a global economic force. In addition, the San Diego 
Association of Governments region needs $19 billion over the 
next 40 years for freight movement enhancements.

More than 43 percent of the nation’s 
imports enter the Ports of Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Hueneme and San Diego — creating 
jobs, income and tax revenue in all 50 states. 
In 2011, containerized trade through the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles supported 
2.9 million jobs across the nation and generated $30.7 billion in tax revenue. Operations at 
Ventura County’s Port of Hueneme generate more than $1 billion in positive economic impact and 
approximately 9,448 direct and indirect jobs annually.  

Efficient supply chains are a critical component  
of a robust economy. 
Delays in travel waste resources and time. For example, it is estimated that over 1 million hours of 
heavy-truck delay in Southern California could be eliminated annually if the highest priority truck 
bottlenecks were addressed.

The last mile in the life of every product happens in  
a truck.
The movement of freight through the supply chain is equivalent to the oxygen that keeps the United 
States alive. Everything we consume on a daily basis, including the food we eat, the clothes we 
wear and the items we use to build or repair anything, relies on a healthy freight network.

Freight movement is key to job creation and economic 
growth throughout the nation. 
The logistics industry plays a key role in the economy of Southern California, as well as the rest of 
the nation. In 2010, goods movement-dependent industries employed over 2.9 million people in 
Southern California and contributed $249 billion to Gross Regional Product.

Improving Southern California’s border crossing will 
generate economic benefits by enhancing the flow of  
$50 billion in U.S./Mexico trade each year.
Since the passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement, Mexico has become the third-
largest U.S. trading partner behind Canada and China. However, it is the second-largest export 
market for U.S. businesses, and California depends on Mexico as their No. 1 export market.

One Region. One Voice. One Future.

Freight Movement 
Infrastructure 

Keeps Our Economy 
CompetitiveExpanding on MAP-21’s federal freight program, 

Mobility 21 urges Congress to: 
•	Establish a national freight system.

•	Invest in the entire spectrum of issues arising from goods 
movement in a metropolitan region, as well as the first 
and last mile leading in and out of the ports.

•	Seek additional revenues for freight movement 
including the creation of a Freight Trust Fund with 
a specified sunset date for a set of infrastructure 
improvement projects prioritized by the region for ports, 
border crossings, key freight assets and mitigation 
to complement the significant Southern California 
investment.

 » Projects comprised of water/landside gateways, 
international borders and corridor projects; highway, 
grade-separations, freight rail benefiting passenger 
rail, and port/intermodal projects.

 » Ensure revenues generated for freight movement 
be specifically designated to fund projects that have 
performance measures and mitigate congestion, air 
quality and community impacts directly associated 
with the movement of freight.

 » Eligible projects should include zero-emission 
elements and seek to obtain private funds/
investment (e.g., tolls or public-private partnerships).

Did You Know?
Act Now to Protect  
America’s Future
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More than 43% 
of the nation’s containerized 

imports enter the Ports of 
Long Beach, Los Angeles, 
Hueneme and San Diego – 

creating jobs, income and tax 
revenue in all 50 states

U.S. Regional Data: Port of Los Angeles, Port of Long Beach and Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority, 2011

Trade Value & Jobs Created Through
Southern California’s Ports  

TOTAL NATIONAL IMPACT
PORTS OF LOS ANGELES, LONG BEACH,
HUENEME AND SAN DIEGO CUSTOMS DISTRICT

Imports: $291.3 billion
Exports: $78.3 billion
Jobs: 2.9 million

We Have a Plan:
Southern California Association of Governments’ 
(SCAG) Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
requires almost $60 billion in funding over 
the next 25 years to improve and maintain the 
region’s national freight infrastructure assets.  
In addition, the San Diego Association of Governments’ (SANDAG) RTP requires 
more than $19 billion over the next 40 years for freight movement projects.

Southern California’s Freight Movement System

Strengthening America’s Trade Gateway
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Funding America’s Trade Gateway


