
Closing Session: The Ports, Goods Movement and Our Future 
 
 
MODERATOR 
 

Lucy Dunn 
President & CEO, Orange County Business Council, Chair, California 
Transportation Commission and Vice Chair, Mobility 21 
 
Lucy Dunn is President and CEO of Orange County Business Council, where she 
leads a dynamic organization of business members, working with academia and 
government, to ensure the county’s economic prosperity and high quality of life. 
 
She also currently serves as Chair of the California Transportation Commission; 
appointed as a commissioner in 2008 by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and 
again in 2012 by Governor Jerry Brown. Before joining the Business Council, 

Lucy was appointed by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and confirmed by the California State 
Senate in 2004 to serve as Director of the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development. She also served as a member of the Green Building Code Advisory Committee of the 
California Building and Standards Commission developing the nation’s first green building standards. 
She is a member of Orange County’s working group to develop the county’s 10 Year Plan to End 
Homelessness. 
 
Lucy twice received the California State Legislature “Woman of the Year” in 1997 and in 2009 for her 
civic involvement and influence. In 2001, she served as the first woman president in the 80-year 
history of the Building Industry Association of Southern California and was slated to be president of the 
statewide California Building Industry Association when Governor Schwarzenegger appointed her to 
his team. She also hosted the 2006, 2007 and 2008 OC Mayors’ Summits, ULI and City of Irvine’s 
Summit on Green Building and serves on the board of advisors of the Hobbs Institute at Chapman 
University with the theme, “Green Both Ways” meshing law, environment and real estate. 
 
She is the recipient of numerous honors and awards. In 2005, she received California Building 
Industry Association’s D. Gregg Brown Award for “passionate and effective advocacy on behalf of 
housing.” The Orange County Business Journal honored her with its 2006 “Women in Business” award, 
and in 2007, she received the prestigious “Vision and Visionaries” Award from her alma mater, 
California State University, Fullerton. In 2008, she received the Women in Transportation Seminar-OC 
Chapter “Woman of the Year” award for advancing women in transportation and for leadership in 
renewal of Orange County’s Measure M for transportation. She was named by Red County Magazine 
as No. 3 of “The OC’s Top 40 Politicos” and has been twice named as one of OC Metro’s “20 Women 
to Watch.” 
 
Lucy is an attorney admitted to practice before the California State Bar, the federal bar and the U.S. 
Supreme Court. She is a director of a number of non-profit organizations including the Lennar 
Charitable Housing Foundation dedicated to ending homelessness, and founder of the Bolsa Chica 
Conservancy dedicated to advocating for and restoring 1000 acres of wetlands in Huntington Beach. 
 
She is the mother of two adult sons who reside in San Francisco, one of whom is a San Francisco 
Deputy Sheriff and the other an account manager for a major online marketing firm. 
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PANELISTS 
 

Michael Christensen  
Senior Executive for Supply Chain Optimization, Port of Long Beach 
 
Michael Christensen is Senior Executive for Supply Chain Optimization for the 
Port of Long Beach, California, reporting directly to Chief Executive Jon Slangerup. 
He was named to the newly created position in February 2015 by the Long Beach 
Board of Harbor Commissioners. Michael, a transportation professional with more 
than 40 years of both public- and private-sector experience, is responsible for 
working collaboratively with industry stakeholders to find new ways to increase 
communication and cooperation among the links of the supply chain to enhance 

cargo flow. 
 
Most recently he was second in command as Deputy Executive Director at the neighboring Port of Los 
Angeles and head of their Development Bureau. Before joining the Port of Los Angeles in 2006, he 
served as Vice President at Parsons Transportation Group in Irvine, California, and as Vice President 
and Managing Principal for Nolte and Associates in Walnut Creek, California. 
 
His career has also included senior management positions at several other transportation consulting 
firms plus 16 years of service to the Southern Pacific Railroad where he held various posts including 
Assistant Chief Engineer for Design and Construction and Chief Environmental Affairs Officer. 
 
He earned a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Arizona State University and a certification in 
Executive Education from Harvard Kennedy School of Government. He is a registered professional 
engineer in 10 states, and is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and the American 
Railway Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association. 
 
Michael and his family live in Redondo Beach, California, where he is an elected member of the 
Redondo Beach Board of Education. 
 
 

John Corley 
Vice President, Global Ports & Harbors Director, Parsons 
 
John Corley is Parsons’ Vice President – Global Ports and Harbors Director. He 
has 27 years of experience as a planner, engineer, and commercial consultant, 
with emphasis in the ports and maritime field. John is responsible for providing 
strategic planning and for managing global business development efforts across 
multiple markets and regions. He has extensive experience involving complete 

project life cycles. 
 
John has assisted clients in the sale or acquisition of marine terminals, developed the business cases 
for greenfield container terminals and major port expansion projects, assisted clients in securing 
funding for capital improvements, and served as the principal-in-charge for major container terminal 
development projects. Most recently, John developed the funding strategy for the Port Anchorage 
Improvement and Expansion Program and the business case for the Port of Gulfport Restoration 
Program. He served as principal-in-charge for the APM Terminals Greenfield terminal development in 
Costa Rica, as well as the Port Newark Container Terminal Long Term Improvement Program. John 
also assisted the Georgia Ports Authority with establishing the commercial and economic basis for 
expanding its Colonel's Island automobile terminal. 
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John holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Virginia Tech and a Master of Business 
Administration from Johns Hopkins. 
 

 
Kristin Decas  
Executive Director, Port of Hueneme and Advisory Board Member, Mobility 21 
 
A proven leader, Kristin Decas has repeatedly demonstrated her ability to build 
vision and implement strategy through open, collaborative processes that foster 
results.  
 
Since beginning her tenure with the Port of Hueneme in February 2012, the Port 
has realized several successes. The total tonnage for FY 2013 jumped to more 

than 1.4 million metric tons marking the Port’s most active trade year since its inception in 1937. The 
Port also turned a significant corner in FY2014 achieving its strongest fiscal numbers in history at over 
$14.3 million in gross operating revenue. The Port is now launching a Strategic Action Plan and 
rebranding campaign. Kristin championed the first annual Port Banana Festival, drawing more than 
10,000 visitors to the Port. Port of Hueneme related activities generate $1.1 billion in annual economic 
impact and create more than 10,200 direct, indirect, induced and influenced jobs. 
 
Prior to serving for the Port of Hueneme, Kristin served as CEO and Port Director for the Port of New 
Bedford, MA, the nation’s number one value fishing port. In 2007, when Kristin took the helm as the 
director for the Port, she inherited a $200,000 deficit. Kristin literally ‘cleaned up’ the financial and 
physical landscape. During her five years at this post, she orchestrated a complete fiscal turnaround; 
from 2008, and every year thereafter, her prudent fiscal management generated a healthy profit for the 
Port. Kristin played a vital role in the development of a new terminal to support the nation’s first 
offshore wind energy project. Under her leadership the Port also realized significant growth in cruise 
and recreational boating activity.  
 
Kristin is recognized by trade administration officials for her impressive work in promoting economic 
development through international trade promotion, and for her service on scores of federal level 
shipping and port committees. Most recently Kristin was awarded a high-profile appointment by the 
U.S. Department of Transportation to both the National Freight Advisory Committee (NFAC) and the 
U.S. Marine Transportation System National Advisory Council (MTSNAC). 
 
The board of directors of the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), a trade association 
representing more than 130 public port authorities in the US, Canada, the Caribbean and Latin 
America, elected Kristin as the association’s chair for the 2014-2015 activity year. She took office at 
the conclusion of the association’s annual convention in Houston in November.  
 
Kristin was the first woman to run both the Port of New Bedford in its 50th year history and the Port of 
Hueneme in its 75th year history. She is the 4th woman to chair the AAPA in its 103 years. 
She lives in Oxnard, CA with her husband and is the proud mother of two daughters.	  	  
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Hasan Ikhrata 
Executive Director, Southern California Association of Governments and Board 
Member, Mobility 21 
 
Considered one of the preeminent transportation planning experts in the nation, 
Hasan Ikhrata is the Executive Director of the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG), the largest metropolitan planning organization in the United 
States. Appointed in January 2008, Hasan has nearly 30 years of public and 
private sector experience in transportation planning in Southern California. At 
SCAG, Hasan implements the policies of an 86-member Regional Council and 
directs day-to-day operations of the agency. He is credited with being a 

transformational and unifying leader who has enhanced SCAG’s value to member agencies and 
fostered unprecedented levels of public input and participation in the development of regional 
transportation plans. 
  
Prior to joining SCAG in 1994, Hasan worked for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA), the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD); and also worked 
abroad for the USSR government, Moscow Metro Corporation. 
  
Hasan holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in Civil and Industrial Engineering from Zaporozhye 
University in the former Soviet Union; a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from UCLA and a PhD 
Candidacy in Urban Planning and Transportation from USC. 
 
 

Hon. Alan Lowenthal 
Representative, United States House of Representatives and Chair, 
Congressional Safe Climate Caucus 
 
During his two-decade tenure as a city council member and California legislator, 
Congressman Alan Lowenthal's dedication to common-sense bipartisan solutions 
earned him a reputation among his colleagues and constituents as one of the 
most respected and effective legislators in both Long Beach and Sacramento.  
 
Born March 8, 1941, Congressman Lowenthal was raised in the Queens Borough 

of New York City. After earning his Bachelor’s Degree from Hobart and William Smith Colleges and his 
Ph.D. from Ohio State University, he moved to Long Beach, California in 1969 where he taught 
Community Psychology at California State University, Long Beach until 1998. Congressman 
Lowenthal successfully ran for Long Beach City Council in 1992, where he served for six years. He 
then continued his leadership in Sacramento, first serving three terms as a State Assembly member, 
then two terms as a State Senator.  
 
As a city council member, and then as a state legislator, Congressman Lowenthal fought against the 
then-commonplace private and public sector belief that environmental protections and economic 
success at the ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles were mutually exclusive. His landmark 
environmental legislative efforts helped lead the two adjacent ports becoming the cleanest and 
greenest ports in the world, while remaining the busiest and most successful container ports in the 
Western Hemisphere. The green business model advocated by Congressman Lowenthal instituted by 
the two ports has become a role model for ports throughout the world.  
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While a State Assemblymember, and as a founding member of the Assembly's Bipartisan Caucus, he 
paved the way for creation of California’s first ever independent Citizens Redistricting Commission, 
which took the power of redistricting out of the hands of politicians and gave it back to the people  
 
In addition, Congressman Lowenthal led legislative efforts to revamp the state's K-12 and higher 
education systems. He championed the College Promise Partnership Act to help K-12 students better 
transition to college. The passage of his Student Success Act also helped higher education students 
by introducing significant reforms to the state community college system that focused on increasing 
graduation and transfer rates.  
 
Congressman Lowenthal is currently the U.S. House Representative of California's newly-created 47th 
Congressional District, which includes portions of Long Beach, Signal Hill, Lakewood, Cypress, Los 
Alamitos, Rossmoor, Garden Grove, Westminster, Stanton, and Buena Park. 
 

 
Gene Seroka  
Executive Director, Port of Los Angeles 
 
As Executive Director of the busiest container port in North America, Gene 
Seroka is responsible for managing a $939 million budget, leading a team of more 
than 900 employees, advancing major capital projects, growing cargo volumes, 
and promoting innovative, sustainable practices that improve Southern 
California’s economy and quality of life. His duties involve interacting with a wide 
range of stakeholders, including Port customers worldwide, supply chain partners, 
labor, community members, and elected and appointed officials at all levels. 

 
An industry-known leader, Gene brings more than 26 years of experience in shipping, global logistics 
and executive management to the Port. He began his career in the maritime industry as a sales 
support representative and over the course of two decades advanced to several executive-level 
positions, with overseas assignments in Shanghai, Jakarta, Singapore, and Dubai. 
 
An alumnus of the University of New Orleans, where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing and 
a Master’s Degree in Business Administration, Gene is recognized for his ability to facilitate the 
development of solutions to challenging issues. He is a prominent supporter of collaboration and 
promotes teamwork, participation and partnerships to advance solutions to commercial, port terminal, 
intermodal, land transportation and labor issues throughout the region. 
 


