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MASTER OF CEREMONIES  
 

Kate Klimow 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Community and Government Relations, University of 
California, Irvine 
 
In her role, Kate provides leadership in developing and implementing programs 
and strategies to engage community and government leaders in support of 
campus priorities at the local, state and federal levels for UC Irvine’s teaching, 
research and public service missions. 
 
Kate has a broad-based business perspective gained from working within both 
the public and private sector over her 20-plus year career. Her varied experience 

in government relations and public affairs includes working with an Arizona governor, the Arizona 
Department of Commerce, Parsons Corporation, Walt Disney Imagineering, the Disneyland Resort, 
KB Home, the California Apartment Association, and most recently as Vice President of Government 
Affairs for the Orange County Business Council.  
 
Kate has been recognized by OC Metro as “20 Women to Watch” and has been a nominee for the 
Orange County Business Journal’s “Women in Business Awards”. She presently serves on the boards 
of the Irvine Chamber of Commerce, the South Orange County Economic Coalition, 211 Orange 
County, Second Harvest Food Bank and Newport Banning Land Trust. 
 
 
WELCOME REMARKS 
 

Arthur T. Leahy  
CEO, Metrolink and Chair, Mobility 21 
 
Art Leahy was appointed as Metrolink’s Chief Executive Officer and began in April 
2015. He brings more than 40 years of public transportation leadership and 
experience to Metrolink. 
 
One of the nation’s leading transit officials, Art served as chief executive officer of 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) for six 
years. During that time, he guided implementation of one of the largest public 
works programs in United States history, securing billions in federal and state 

dollars to help finance construction of dozens of transit and highway projects.  
 
He led the completion of numerous projects funded by Los Angeles County’s Measure R. Metro has 
transit and highway projects valued at more than $14 billion, eclipsing that of any other transportation 
agency in the nation. 
 
This includes an unprecedented five new rail projects under construction, including phase 2 of the 
Expo Line extension to Santa Monica and the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension to Azusa, as well as 
the Crenshaw/LAX Transit Project, the Regional Connector in downtown Los Angeles, and the first 
phase of the Westside Purple Line subway extension to Wilshire and La Cienega. 
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Art also launched a $1.2-billion overhaul of the Metro Blue Line and guided the purchase of a new fleet 
of rail cars. And he helped transform the iconic Union Station into the hub of the region’s expanding 
bus and rail transit network and led the agency’s acquisition of the 75-year-old iconic facility. 
 
Though Metrolink is a separate transportation agency from Metro, the two agencies work 
collaboratively on multiple fronts to provide effective and efficient public transportation options for 
people throughout the region. For example, Metrolink and Metro worked together closely to ensure 
that Metrolink riders would continue to transfer seamlessly to all Metro subway, light rail and bus lines 
following implementation of the Metro TAP initiative. 
 
Metrolink offers connections to nearly 30 other public transportation providers throughout Southern 
California at no additional cost. Other Metrolink transportation connections include the OCTA bus 
system, Riverside Transit Agency (RTA), Omnitrans in San Bernardino County and Ventura Intercity 
Service Transit Authority (VISTA). In addition, the Rail 2 Rail® program allows Metrolink Monthly Pass 
holders along the Orange and Ventura County corridors to travel on Amtrak Pacific Surfliner trains 
within the station pairs of their pass at no additional charge.  
 
Prior to his tenure as Metro CEO, Art led OCTA (2001-2009) and served as the general manager of 
Metro Transit (1997-2001) in Minneapolis-St. Paul. 
 
While at OCTA, Art led efforts to secure reauthorization of the $12 billion Measure M sales 
tax proposal, which gained 70 percent approval from Orange County voters in November 2006. 
Measure M led to the expansion of the county’s rail and bus systems, along with numerous 
enhancements of streets, highways, and traffic management systems. 
 
Growing up in Highland Park community in Los Angeles, both of Art’s parents worked in transit and he 
followed in their footsteps. He started as a bus operator for the Southern California Rapid Transit 
District (SCRTD) in Los Angeles in 1971 and rose through the ranks to become chief operations officer 
before taking the position in Minneapolis. 
 
Prior to earning a Masters of Public Administration degree from the University of Southern California in 
1982, Art completed a Bachelor of Arts degree from California State University, Los Angeles in political 
science (1974) and certificate in transportation management (1973) from UCLA. 
 
 

Hon. Jeffrey Lalloway 
Mayor Pro Tem, City of Irvine and Chair, Orange County Transportation Authority 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jeffrey Lalloway, re-elected to the Irvine City Council in 
November 2014, is a father, husband, attorney, businessman, and proud Irvine 
resident. 
 
After graduating in 1986 with highest honors from Rutgers University in New 
Brunswick, New Jersey with a Bachelor of Arts in political science, Mayor Pro 
Tem Lalloway attended Villanova University School of Law. While at Villanova 
Law School, he was a member of the prestigious Law Review and was a recipient 
of the Law Alumni Award. In 1989, he graduated from Villanova Law School at the 

top of his class. 
 
After many years as an attorney in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway moved his 
practice to Irvine and currently practices family law in Orange County. His commentaries on financial 
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and economic issues have been featured in magazines and newspapers including Time, People, USA 
Today, and the Daily Breeze. Prior to going into private practice, Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway worked in 
the Philadelphia office of the U.S. Attorney. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway and his wife, Laura, are the proud parents of two beautiful daughters, Regan 
and Sydney, and have opened their home to two pugs, Sammy and Rocky. Laura Lalloway is a 
Medical Science Liaison with a Fortune 500 medical and consumer products company. 
 
In addition to serving on the OCTA Board of Directors, Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway is a member of the 
Board of Directors for the Orange County Fire Authority. Previously, Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway served 
as Vice Chairman of the Irvine Finance Commission, the Orange County Sanitation District, the 
Orange County Housing Authority Advisory Committee, and the Newport Bay Watershed Advisory 
Executive Committee. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lalloway is an active cyclist and raises funds and awareness for ALS, Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. In his spare time, he coaches for his daughter’s softball team and enjoys sharing the Indian 
Princess experiences with his girls. 
 

 
Hon. Shawn Nelson 
Supervisor, County of Orange, Chair, Metrolink and Board Member, Orange 
County Transportation Authority 
 
Supervisor Shawn Nelson was first elected to the Board of Supervisors in a 
special election on June 8, 2010. Finishing first in a field of six candidates, he 
took office on June 22, 2010. He won re-election during the November 2, 2010 
general election to a full four-year term, receiving 63% of the vote. He was re-
elected to a second four-year term on June 3, 2014 with more than 83% of votes 
cast. 
 

Prior to serving on the Board of Supervisors, Supervisor Nelson was elected to the Fullerton City 
Council in November 2002, and was re-elected in November 2004 and 2008. He served as Mayor in 
2004-05 and 2006-07 and as Mayor Pro Tem in 2003-04. A native Californian, Supervisor Nelson was 
born in Lynwood and raised in Fullerton. The Sunny Hills High School graduate holds a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from USC, and a Juris Doctorate from Western State University 
College of Law. He has also studied economics at Harvard University. 
 
An attorney by profession, Supervisor Nelson was the managing partner in the Santa Ana law firm of 
Rizio and Nelson. He was a civil litigator and represented small business owners and individuals in a 
variety of legal matters. He also sits as an arbitrator for the Orange County Bar Association. 
Supervisor Nelson served eight years as the City’s representative to the Board of Directors of the 
Orange County Water District. 
 
Supervisor Nelson was honored to serve as Chairman of the Orange County Board of Supervisors in 
2013 and 2014 as well as Chairman of the Orange County Transportation Authority in 2014. He 
continues to serve on the Board of Supervisors and OCTA and is the Chairman of the Southern 
California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink), is a member of the Orange County Council of 
Governments, Orange County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners, South Coast Air Quality 
Management District and the Southern California Water Committee. In addition, Supervisor Nelson 
serves as an alternate for the California State Association of Counties, OC Operational Area Executive 
Board and Urban County Caucus. 



Opening Session 
 
 
Active in the community, Supervisor Nelson is a member of the Fullerton Elks Lodge, and the Orange 
County Bar Association. He is actively involved as a member of Zion Lutheran Church and has spent 
many years involved in youth sports in Fullerton. Supervisor Nelson was named the “Local Elected 
Official for 2009” by the Orange County Republican Party. Supervisor Shawn and his wife, Sharon, 
have three children: Kathryn, 18; Shane, 15; and Amanda, 12. 
 
 
 
FEDERAL TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

 
Therese McMillan 
Acting Administrator, Federal Transit Administration 
 
Therese McMillan is currently the Acting Administrator of the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA). She joined FTA as Deputy Administrator on July 2, 2009. 
As Deputy, Therese assisted the Administrator in leading a staff of more than 
500 in the Washington D.C. headquarters office and 10 regional offices 

throughout the United States, and implementing an annual budget approximating $10 billion. With the 
passage of a new surface transportation authorization, MAP-21, she has assumed a key role in 
guiding FTA’s implementation of transit-related provisions in the law and overseeing the development 
of critical guidance. 
 
During her tenure, Therese has also played an integral leadership role in advancing several critical 
FTA priorities to improve the quality and delivery of transit services to the American public, including: 
 

• Leading a major reassessment and reform of FTA’s Civil Rights responsibilities, including new 
guidance for transit grantees in Title VI and Environmental Justice.  

• Overseeing the restructuring FTA’s grant oversight and compliance programs.  
• Assisting in the development of a new, streamlined process for the New and Small Starts 

program, and new funding opportunities for State of Good Repair of transit assets.  
• Working closely with FTA’s staff across the country to ensure the timely, accurate allocation of 

$8.78 billion for 1,072 Recovery Act grants that created or retained over 12,500 jobs and 
strengthened and enhanced public transportation for working Americans and their communities.  

• Representing federal transit interests on the Partnership for Sustainable Communities with 
fellow DOT colleagues, EPA and HUD.  

• Launching a national conversation and research effort to help transit agencies adapt to 
changing weather patterns and natural disasters.  
 

Prior to her appointment, Therese was the Deputy Executive Director-Policy at the San Francisco Bay 
Area Region's Metropolitan Transportation Commission, where she was responsible for strategic 
financial planning and MTC’s management of federal, state and regional fund sources for transit, 
highways, roadways and other modes; state and federal legislative advocacy, and public affairs and 
community outreach. 
 
Therese received her B.S. degree in Environmental Policy and Planning Analysis from the University 
of California, Davis (1981) and a joint M.C.P./M.S. in city planning/civil engineering science (1984) 
from U.C. Berkeley. 
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STATE TRANSPORTATION LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  

 
Hon. Jim Frazier 
Chair, California State Assembly Transportation Committee and Chair, Assembly 
Transportation and Infrastructure Development Committee as Part of Governor’s 
Special Session 
 
Jim Frazier, Chair of the Assembly Transportation Committee, is a former small-
business owner, who was elected to the California State Assembly in November 
2012 to represent the 11th Assembly District which encompasses portions of 
Solano, Contra Costa and Sacramento counties. 
 
In 2008, Assemblymember Frazier was first elected to the Oakley City Council 

after serving on the city’s Planning Commission and as a Commissioner on the Contra Costa 
Transportation Authority’s Citizen Advisory Committee. He later served as the Mayor of Oakley from 
2011-2012. Frazier also served as Chair of TRANSPLAN, was Chair of the State Route 4 Bypass 
Authority, and a member of the E-BART Advisory Committee. 
 
Assemblymember Frazier became involved in public service after a family tragedy. On December 16, 
2000, his two daughters were in a head-on auto collision caused by black ice on their way to Lake 
Tahoe. The accident was fatal for his oldest daughter, and left his younger daughter in critical 
condition. The Frazier’s subsequently worked to convince Caltrans to widen the median and install a 
new pavement that would prevent black ice from forming on that part of the highway. 
 
Assemblymember Frazier resides in Oakley with his wife Janet and their beloved black Labrador, 
Rocky. 
 
 

Hon. Richard Bloom 
Chair, California State Assembly Budget Subcommittee No. 3 on Resources and 
Transportation 
 
 Richard Bloom was elected to the California State Assembly District 50 in 
November 2012 and re-elected for a second term in November 2014. The 50th 
Assembly district is comprised of Agoura Hills, Malibu, Topanga, Pacific 

Palisades, Bel Air, Brentwood, Santa Monica, Beverly Hills, West Hollywood and much of West Los 
Angeles, Hancock Park and Hollywood. 
 
Born in Philadelphia, Assemblymember Bloom grew up in Altadena and West Los Angeles. He 
attended Fairfax High School, the University of California (Los Angeles and Berkeley) and Loyola 
School of Law. He holds a B.A. in Communication and Public Policy as well as a Juris Doctor degree. 
Assemblymember Bloom practiced family law for nearly 30 years. In 2008 he became a non-profit 
Executive Director, assisting low-income clients at Levitt & Quinn Family Law Center and then the 
homeless at PATH Partners, both in Los Angeles. Assemblymember Bloom has served as a volunteer 
Judge Pro Tem and mediator for the Los Angeles Superior Courts and on the Executive Committee of 
the Los Angeles County Bar Association Family Law Section.  
 
In 1999, Assemblymember Bloom was elected to the Santa Monica City Council. Over 13 years he 
served as Mayor three times and Mayor Pro Tempore twice. In 2009, during that time Bloom was 
appointed to the California Coastal Commission and Chair of the 30-member Santa Monica Bay 
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Restoration Commission. He was also a founding member and Chair of the Westside Cities Council of 
Governments.  
 
In the Assembly, Assemblymember Bloom’s priorities include fostering economic development and job 
creation, improving public school funding and outcomes, providing services for seniors and the 
disabled, ending homelessness, and protecting California's environment. To that end, he has authored 
or coauthored bills supporting the expansion of the California Film Industry Tax Credit, pupil services 
for homeless children or youth, continuing care retirement communities, several environmental bills on 
habitat protection, elimination of toxic rodenticide use from wildlife areas, protection of captive Orcas 
and a moratorium on fracking as well as others concerning judicial, medical and public safety issues.  
 
He lives in Santa Monica with his wife of 33 years, Robbie Black, a healthcare professional and 
administrator at Cedars-Sinai Health Center in Los Angeles. The Bloom family includes two adult 
children, Zac and Emmett, three chickens and one dog. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


