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MODERATOR 

 
Will Kempton 
Executive Director, California Transportation Commission 
 
Will Kempton serves as Executive Director to the California Transportation 
Commission, reporting directly to the eleven-member Commission and 
responsible for overseeing the Commission’s staff and its annual budget of $3.8 
million. As the Commission’s principal policy advisor, Will directs the development 
and management of the state’s multi-modal transportation programs, the 

allocation of state and federal funds, the initiation and implementation of Commission actions and 
policies, and the evaluation of proposed legislation with impacts to transportation funding and project 
delivery. 
 
A transportation innovator and manager, Will has more than 40 years of experience in transportation, 
public service, and government affairs. Will has moved between public and private posts throughout 
his varied career, which began at the California State Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in 1973. 
 
In 1985, Will served as Executive Director of the Santa Clara County Traffic Authority, managing its 
billion-dollar highway construction program, the first of its kind in the state. In 1992, Will became a 
partner in Smith, Kempton & Watts, a Sacramento advocacy firm where he consulted in programs and 
policies to enhance effectiveness of public and private resources. In 2004, he was recruited to head 
Caltrans and served as Director from 2004 to 2009. He then served nearly four years as Chief 
Executive Officer of the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA). Most recently, he served as 
Executive Director of Transportation California, an industry-based transportation advocacy group. 
 
 
PANELISTS 

 
Kome Ajise 
Chief Deputy Director, Caltrans 
 
Kome Ajise is the Chief Deputy Director at the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans), responsible for overseeing the internal operations for 
approximately 19,000 employees and an annual budget that exceeds $1.1 billion. 
 
Kome began his career with in 1987 in District 6 (Fresno) and has served in 
various assignments at both the district and HQ offices. From February 2001, he 
served as the North Region Environmental Division Chief until April 2004 when he 
was appointed as the District 10 Director in Stockton, California. The eight-county 

District 10 covers the central Sierras, including four trans-sierra mountain passes, and northern San 
Joaquin Valley is a goods movement gateway from the valley into the Bay Area and north. Between 
the years 2009-2012, he served as Program Manager for the public private partnerships before being 
appointed Deputy Director of Planning and Modal Programs in 2012 in Sacramento.  
 
Kome has a BS degree in Geography and Regional Planning from the University of Benin, Nigeria, 
and a Master of City and Regional Planning degree from CSU Fresno. 
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Darrell Johnson 
CEO, Orange County Transportation Authority and Board Member, Mobility 21 
 
Darrell Johnson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County 
Transportation Authority, leading an agency of 1,500 employees responsible for 
delivering projects, programs and services that improve mobility for the more than 
3 million residents of Orange County. 
 
Under the direction of OCTA’s 17-member Board of Directors, Darrell is 
responsible for a $1.2 billion annual budget and implementing the planning, 
financing and coordinating of Orange County's freeway, street and rail 
development as well as managing countywide bus services, commuter-rail 

services, paratransit service and operation of the 91 Express Lanes.  
 
Since becoming CEO in early 2013, Darrell has focused on the early delivery of projects through 
Measure M – Orange County’s voter-approved half-cent sales tax for transportation improvements. 
Expediting the Measure M plan will result in more than $5 billion of freeway projects completed or 
under way years ahead of schedule, with an additional $1.4 billion ready to begin construction.  
 
In addition to capital project delivery, Darrell has placed an emphasis on enhancing the efficiency and 
safety of OCTA bus and Metrolink commuter-rail operations that serve more than 1 million passengers 
each week. One of his first actions as CEO was to request a Safety Peer Review from the American 
Public Transportation Association.  
 
OCTA’s first limited-stop bus service was launched last year with ridership surpassing initial 
projections. Ridership continues to climb on bus and Metrolink service to special events in the county 
and region, including the Angels Express trains to baseball games and OC Fair Express bus service.  
 
Under Darrell’s leadership, OCTA was named the managing agency of the Los Angeles-San Diego-
San Luis Obispo (LOSSAN) Amtrak service. The 351-mile LOSSAN corridor running through a six-
county coastal region in Southern California is the second-busiest intercity passenger rail corridor in 
the United States. OCTA has worked with partner agencies to transfer administrative responsibility for 
state-funded Amtrak Pacific Surfliner service from Caltrans to a new, locally governed Joint Powers 
Authority. This action is the first step in an effort to integrate rail services to better meet community 
and customer needs. 
 
As Darrell leads the effort to enhance all modes of transportation for the residents, businesses and 
tourists of Orange County, he has done so with an emphasis on keeping OCTA a financially sound 
agency that safeguards taxpayer dollars. Darrell implemented a pension-reform plan that will save 
Orange County taxpayers $85 million during the next 20 years. A new contract for ACCESS 
paratransit service was executed resulting in a $46 million savings. A refinancing of the 91 Express 
Lanes debt resulted in a savings of more than $26 million over the next two decades and the lease for 
OCTA Headquarters was renegotiated to save $40 million during the next 30 years.  
 
Darrell is responsible for developing and implementing short-range and long-range goals and business 
plans to support the successful implementation of the agency’s strategic vision. He represents OCTA 
on local, state and national issues related to transportation programs and policies and in 2012 he was 
elected to serve on the Board of Directors of the American Public Transportation Association. He 
completed the Senior Executives in State and Local Government Program at the Harvard Kennedy 
School of Government. 
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Prior to joining OCTA, Darrell worked at Amtrak for 12 years, where he held positions in operations, 
planning, and finance and contributed to the development of passenger rail corridors in California, 
Oregon, Washington and British Columbia.  
 
Darrell lives in Rancho Santa Margarita with his wife and two daughters. 
 

 
Darren Kettle 
Executive Director, Ventura County Transportation Commission and Treasurer, 
Mobility 21 
 
Darren is the Executive Director of the Ventura County Transportation 
Commission (VCTC), a position he started in October 2007. The Commission 
consists of one elected official from each city in the County, the five County 
Supervisors, and two public members – yes, that means 17 bosses. In his service 
to VCTC, Darren leads a small but very capable staff with focused efforts on 
improved transportation planning to ensure the wise investment of transportation 
funds on a wide array of transportation projects programs, ranging from major 

highway and freeway projects to bicycle and pedestrian projects and bus and rail projects and 
operations. The Commission also serves commuters on a daily basis with a robust rideshare program 
and is Ventura County’s intercity public transit operator, known as VCTC Intercity, serving nearly 1 
million riders a year commuting within Ventura County and into Los Angeles and Santa Barbara 
counties.  
 
Darren has a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from the University of California, Santa Barbara 
and a Master’s in Public Administration from California State University, San Bernardino. His 
professional career spans 25 years working for local government and regional transportation agencies. 
Prior to coming to VCTC he served in several senior positions with the county transportation agencies 
of Riverside and San Bernardino.  
 
Darren and his wife Keri have been married for 5 years and when the “circus” is in town they have four 
kids with them in their home in Camarillo, California.  
 

 
Stephanie Wiggins 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority 

Stephanie Wiggins is the Deputy Chief Executive Officer for Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro). She most recently served as 
Executive Director of Vendor/Contract Management. She has more than 20 years’ 
experience working for transportation agencies. Prior to Metro, she served as 
Regional Programs Director for the Riverside County Transportation Commission 
and oversaw transit, commuter rail, rideshare, goods movement and rail capital 
projects. She is a member of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) 

Congestion Pricing Committee and TRB Research and Technology Coordinating Committee. She has 
a BA from Whittier College and MBA from University of Southern California.  

 

 



PM1: Balancing Local Measure Goals with Emerging State Policies 
Magic Kingdom Ballroom 1 

Dr. Raymond Wolfe 
Executive Director San Bernardino Associated Governments and Board Member, 
Mobility 21 
 
Dr. Raymond Wolfe is the Executive Director of the San Bernardino Associated 
Governments (SANBAG), the Council of Governments and Regional 
Transportation Planning Agency for San Bernardino County. He joined SANBAG 
in April 2012 after spending more than 20 years with the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans). At Caltrans, Raymond served in many capacities, 
including Director for District 8, covering both San Bernardino and Riverside 
Counties.  

 
As the Executive Director of SANBAG, he manages a Budget of $504 million for Fiscal Year 2015-
2016. Raymond oversees the delivery of planning, design, and construction of freeway improvements, 
bridges, and railroad crossings; operation and expansion of commuter rail and transit services 
countywide; management of air quality programs and freeway service patrol; implementation of 
alternative fuel and energy programs; and, advocating for countywide interests at both the State and 
Federal levels.  
 
Raymond received his Doctorate in Civil Engineering from the University of Southern California, a 
Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the California State Polytechnic University in 
Pomona, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Southern 
California. He is a Registered Civil Engineer and a Registered Mechanical Engineer in the State of 
California. 
 
Raymond is married and has three young children.  
 


