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MODERATOR 

 
Mark Kempton 
Project Director, Skanska and Advisory Board Member, Mobility 21 
 
As Project Director for Skanska Infrastructure Development North America, Mark 
Kempton is responsible for the development of Public-Private Partnerships in the 
Western United States and Canada for Skanska, a Fortune Global 500 Company 
and Engineering News Record’s #1 Green Contractor. He works with federal, 
state and local elected officials as well as public agency leaders to shape policy 
and promote private investment in large-scale public projects. Mark identifies and 
assesses public projects for private partnership potential and leads those projects 
through to commercial and financial close. 

 
Prior to joining Skanska, Mark was Director of the Strategic Performance Group of Skanska USA Civil 
Inc., supporting Skanska Civil’s executive team in the development and management of business 
strategy. He also developed and managed Skanska USA Civil’s Performance Management System 
that continues to tightly synchronize corporate strategy with daily operations, allowing senior 
management to monitor and control every aspect of the business, including proactive business 
transformation to capitalize on changes in the business environment. This capability has been key to 
Skanska USA Civil’s successful growth in North America. 
 
Prior to joining Skanska, Mark built a strong reputation during the preceding 15 years coordinating 
corporate responses to public policy, and leading several strategic initiatives related to federal, state 
and local government requirements at both Fortune 500 and Fortune 500 Global companies. 
 
 
PANELISTS 

 
Joe Aiello 
Director of Business Development North America, Meridiam 
 
Joe Aiello has been a leader in the development of large-scale infrastructure and 
real estate projects and a senior executive in business operations and 
development. Joe, a Partner, Board and Investment Committee Member in 
Meridiam Infrastructure Managers, has also led the activities of Meridiam 
Infrastructure North America Fund since 2007. Meridiam is an equity investor, 

developer and asset manager of Public Private Partnerships and has emerged as one of the global 
leaders in its markets. Meridiam’s 25-year funds align the interest of investors, asset life and the public 
interest. The firm’s equity investments have leveraged more than $35 billion of new infrastructure 
investment of which more than $ 8 billion are in North America. The firm received a variety of Global 
honors such as PPP Project of the Year and Sponsor of the Year for 2009 through 2012.  
 
Prior to joining Meridiam, Joe played senior roles in a Global EPC firm, a major national real estate 
firm and also spent 10 years developing public infrastructure at the MBTA in Boston. 
 
Meridiam has reached financial close and is now building or operating eight projects in North America 
including the Port of Miami tunnel, three Managed Lanes Projects in Texas, the new Long Beach 
Courthouse, the University of Montreal Hospital and Medical Research Center, the Presidio Pkwy 
Project in San Francisco and the Northeast Anthony Henday roadway in Alberta. In Europe, Meridiam 
has more than 15 additional assets ranging from health care, social infrastructure facilities, water 
resources and transport. 
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Bruce Blanning 
Executive Director, Professional Engineers in California Government 
 
Bruce Blanning is the Executive Director of the Professional Engineers in 
California Government (PECG). He served as Co-Chair of the Transportation 
Committee of the Governor’s Commission on Building for the 21st Century and 
has served on various transportation-related studies and commissions. He was 
awarded the 2011 Stephen D. Bechtel, Jr. Energy Award for Outstanding 
Achievements in the Energy Field by a Civil Engineer from the American Society 
of Civil Engineers. He currently serves on Transportation Agency Secretary Brian 

Kelly’s California Transportation Improvement Priorities (CTIP) Workgroup. He is a licensed Civil 
Engineer. 
 
 

Fred Kessler 
Partner, Nossaman LLP 
 
Fred Kessler is nationally recognized in the field of transportation public-private 
partnerships representing public agencies since the mid-1990’s. Clients depend 
on his vast experience with innovative procurement, project delivery and financing 
methods, and negotiated agreements. He has structured successful toll 
concessions, availability payment agreements and design-build contracts and 
advises on the strategic business decisions behind them. 
 
In 2012, Fred assisted U.S. Congressional staff with writing important provisions 

in MAP-21 that improved and expanded federal credit assistance and tolling programs. He regularly 
advises public agencies on the use of TIFIA funds and PABs to finance their projects, and helps them 
prepare and submit letters of interest to the U.S. Department of Transportation. 
 
Fred serves as a lead or key attorney on Nossaman teams advising significant public agencies on the 
creation and implementation of their P3 programs involving multiple projects. He has served in this 
capacity for clients including the Texas Department of Transportation, Arizona Department of 
Transportation, California Department of Transportation, Washington State Department of 
Transportation and Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority.  
 

 
Anne Mayer 
Executive Director, Riverside County Transportation Commission and Board 
Member, Mobility 21 
 
Anne Mayer is the Executive Director for the Riverside County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC). RCTC is the Riverside County's primary transportation 
planning and funding agency. She leads an organization with 44 employees (49 
budgeted positions) and an annual budget exceeding $902 million. RCTC also 
oversees the Measure A program approved by voters in 1988 and 2002. Prior to 
joining RCTC as Deputy Executive Director in May 2005, Anne was the District 8 
Director for the California Department of Transportation. Anne, who holds a civil 

engineering degree from Michigan State University, is a Registered Civil Engineer.  
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Phillip A. Washington 
CEO, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and Board 
Member, Mobility 21 
 
Phillip A. Washington, formerly of Denver’s Regional Transportation District, was 
unanimously selected CEO of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) by the Metro Board of Directors on March 12, 
2015.  
 
Phillip came to Los Angeles at a time when Metro has five major rail, plus 
highway projects, under construction – together representing the largest modern 
public works program in the United States. 
 

In his position as Metro CEO, Phillip oversees an agency that transports 1.4 million boarding 
passengers on an average weekday, riding on a fleet of 2,000 clean-air buses and six rail lines. Metro 
also is the lead transportation planning and programming agency for Los Angeles County. As such, it 
is a major construction agency that oversees bus, rail, highway and other mobility related building 
projects.  
 
Phillip came to Los Angeles from Denver, where he was Assistant General Manager for nearly ten 
years, prior to being named CEO in 2009. 
 
In Denver, Phillip implemented the FasTracks program, one of the largest voter-approved transit 
expansion programs in the country. He was responsible for a total agency budget appropriation of $2.8 
billion and managed more than $5 billion in active transit expansion projects. Under his management, 
Denver’s West Line Rail was completed under budget and eight months earlier than scheduled and 
the award-winning Denver Union Station was completed five months ahead of schedule. 
 
Also in Denver, Phillip spearheaded implementation of the first-of-its-kind $2.2 billion transit Public-
Private Partnership (P3). His emphasis on measuring and managing agency performance led the 
agency to a nearly 90 percent on-time bus and rail service and 96 percent ADA on-time performance. 
In 2012, Phillip’s emphasis on safety training led to a 40 percent decrease in preventable bus 
accidents. 
 
Originally from the south side of Chicago – the Chicago Housing Projects of Altgeld Gardens – Phillip 
is a 24-year veteran of the United States Army where he held the rank of Command Sergeant Major, 
the highest non-commissioned officer rank an enlisted person can achieve. He holds a B.A. in 
Business Administration from Columbia College and an M.A. in Management from Webster University. 
He is current chair of the American Public Transportation Association. 
 


