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MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
 

Doug Shupe  
Corporate Communications & Programs Manager, Automobile Club of 
Southern California 
 
Doug Shupe is a Corporate Communications & Programs Manager for 
the Auto Club of Southern California, serving as a media spokesperson 
throughout the 13 southern counties of the Golden State. He also serves 
as the public relations lead on the Auto Club's anti-texting while driving 
campaign called, "Don't Drive Intoxicated. Don't Drive Intexticated." The 
goal of the multi-year initiative is to make smartphone use behind the 
wheel, as socially unacceptable as alcohol-impaired driving. Prior to 

joining AAA seven years ago, Doug was a television news reporter and anchor for 16 years in 
Florida and Texas. His experience covering traffic safety stories as a journalist brings real-world 
approaches to educating drivers about potential dangers on the roads. 
 
 
WELCOME REMARKS 
 

Hon. Steve Jones  
Chairman, Orange County Transportation Authority and Mayor, City of 
Garden Grove 
 
Mayor Jones currently serves on the Garden Grove City Council after 
serving eight years on the Planning Commission, with several terms as 
Chair, and ten years on City Council prior to becoming Mayor in 2016. 
 
In 1986, Mayor Jones graduated from Rancho Alamitos High School in 
Garden Grove. He continued his studies abroad by attending Kings 
College, Cambridge University, England in 1988. Returning to the 

States, he received both his bachelor and MBA degrees from the University of Southern 
California, graduating with Honors with a dual emphasis in finance and real estate. 
 
Mayor Jones is the Past President and a current Board Member of the Garden Grove 
Community Foundation, where he has served since 2007. In addition to the OCTA Board of 
Directors, Mayor Jones is a founding Board Member of the Association of California Cities and 
serves as a Board Member for the Orange County Sanitation District. Since 1999, he has been 
an active member of the Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce. 
 
In his professional life, Mayor Jones is the Founder and President of Olympia Capital 
Corporation, specializing in real estate investment, development, asset management, and 
equity capital syndication, formed in 2001. 
 
Born and raised in Garden Grove, Mayor Jones and his wife, Manivone, are the proud parents 
of sons Jaden and Ashton. 
 
 
 
 



Opening General Session 
Thursday, September 17, 2020 (9:00 AM to 9:30 AM) 

 
TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 
 

 
Hon. Anthony Rendon 
Speaker, California State Assembly 
 
Assemblymember Anthony Rendon was sworn-in as the 70th 
Speaker of the California State Assembly on March 7, 2016. 
 
Speaker Rendon represents the 63rd Assembly District, which 
includes nine cities in Southeast Los Angeles County. 
 
In 2017, Speaker Rendon led the most progressive and productive 
legislative session in memory – a year in which the Assembly 

passed a landmark $52 billion transportation funding plan, extension of California’s cap-and-
trade program, first-of-its-kind clean air measure, and legislation to address the affordable 
housing crisis. The 2017 state budget included expansion of the earned income tax credit and 
child care eligibility, record investment in education, and reforms to the Board of Equalization 
and University of California. 
 
Prior to serving in the Assembly, Speaker Rendon was an educator, non-profit executive 
director, and environmental activist.  
 
He attended Cerritos Community College and California State University, Fullerton and earned 
a Ph.D. from the University of California, Riverside. 
 
Speaker Rendon resides in Lakewood with his wife Annie. 
 
 

Hon. Jim Beall  
Chairman, California State Senate Transportation and Housing 
Committee 
 
Senator Jim Beall brings a lifetime of experience and understanding in 
transportation, housing, and government efficiency to the State Senate. 
 
In three decades of public service – first as a San Jose City 
Councilman, then as a Santa Clara County Supervisor, and legislator in 
the Assembly – Senator Beall has left his mark across Silicon Valley 
and beyond. 

 
In 2017, Senator Beall, the Chairman of the Transportation and Housing Committee, was a 
pivotal figure in unraveling two of California’s toughest problems – repairing a crumbling 
transportation infrastructure and building more affordable housing to enable more Californians 
to live in the communities where they work. His solutions would also create and sustain jobs to 
keep the state’s economy rolling. 
 
Senate Bill 3, introduced by Senator Beall in late 2016 and passed the next year, gave 
California the opportunity to build $15 billion in much-needed affordable housing for working 
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families, seniors, vets, and the homeless. SB 3 proposed to expand a limited housing supply 
and counterbalance a skyrocketing real estate market that threatened our future and economy.  
Senator Beall’s Senate Bill 1, approved by a two-thirds majority in the Legislature and signed by 
Gov. Brown, updated the state’s outmoded road repair funding system to provide a dedicated, 
accountable stream of funding to repair aging roads and bridges. Over a 10-year period, the bill 
would pump over $52 billion into repairs. It also dedicated $7.5 billion to expand and improve 
mass transit systems and projects, such as extending BART to San Jose. 
 
The bill also included pre-apprenticeship programs, enabling more workers to become eligible 
for new jobs that emerge as repairs begin throughout the state. 
 
SB 1 exemplifies Senator Beall’s prolific work to improve transportation. 
 
In 2017, he passed a proposal to cut long Bay Area commutes by letting voters decide whether 
to raise bridge tolls to fund a comprehensive regional traffic plan of 30 projects that were  
coordinated to eliminate bottlenecks over the regions busiest commute corridors. 
 
As a member of the State Assembly in 2010, Senator Beall passed legislation enabling San 
Jose to gain local control over state routes – Monterey Road, The Alameda, and Alum Rock 
Avenue— and to receive over $12 million in state funding to beautify and bring these arterials 
up to city standards. In a similar vein, he worked to allow San Jose gain control of a public 
staircase in order to eliminate nuisances and crimes from occurring at night. 
 
Returning the streets to local control is but one example of Senator Beall’s focus on issues that 
matter to Senate District 15 residents -- justice, children, the environment, and public safety. 
 
Senator Beall and his wife, Patricia, have been married for more than 34 years. He has two 
stepsons and a grandson. 
 
He is a graduate of San Jose State University where he studied urban planning and political 
science. Senator Beall, who was born in San Jose, is a lifelong resident of the city. 
 
 

Hon. Jim Frazier  
Chairman, California State Assembly Transportation Committee 
 
Assemblymember Jim Frazier, a former local business owner and 
developmental disabilities advocate, represents California’s 11th 
Assembly District, encompassing portions of Solano, Contra Costa, and 
Sacramento counties, and includes the cities, towns, and areas of 
Antioch, Bethel Island, Birds Landing, Brentwood, Byron, Collinsville, 
Discovery Bay, Fairfield, Isleton, Knightsen, Locke, Oakley, Pittsburg 
(partial), Rio Vista, Suisun City, Travis Air Force Base, Vacaville and 
Walnut Grove. He currently resides in Fairfield. 

 
Assemblymember Frazier became involved in public service after a family tragedy on December 
16, 2000, when his two daughters were involved in a head-on auto collision caused by black ice 
on their way to Lake Tahoe. The accident was fatal for his oldest daughter, and badly injured his 
younger daughter. Grief-stricken, Assemblymember Frazier worked to help prevent other 
families from undergoing the same painful experience. In his research, he learned there had 
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been 143 accidents and numerous fatalities on the same two-mile stretch where his daughters' 
accident had occurred. Assemblymember Frazier succeeded in convincing Caltrans to widen 
the median and install a new pavement that would prevent black ice from forming on that part of 
the highway. This unfortunate tragedy sparked Assemblymember Frazier’s interest in highway 
safety and transportation infrastructure improvements, which led to his further involvement in 
public service. 
 
After serving on the Oakley City Council and as Oakley City Mayor, Assemblymember Frazier 
joined the Legislature in 2012, and has worked tirelessly ever since to address the challenges 
Californians face with jobs and the economy, transportation, water and other essential issues. In 
2014, Assemblymember Frazier was appointed Chair of the Assembly Transportation 
Committee, which oversees issues pertaining to Transit Authority, California Department of 
Transportation, California Highway Patrol, vehicles, aircraft, vessels, freight and shipping, 
licensing and registration and drivers’ licenses. He is also a member on the Assembly's 
Veterans Affairs Committee, Budget Sub-1 Committee on Health and Human Services, 
Insurance Committee, and serves as an Advisory Member of the State Public Works Board. 
 
In 2017, Assemblymember Frazier was appointed Chair of the Select Committee on Improving 
Bay Area Transportation Systems and currently serves as the Chair of the Select Committee on 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities to shine a light on the IDD population as one of the 
most underserved groups in California. He serves on the Select Committee on the 2028 
Olympic and Paralympic Games and the Select Committee on Ports and Goods Movement; he 
is a member of the California Commission on Disability Access as well as the Advisory 
Commission on Special Education. 
 
Assemblymember Frazier serves as Co-Chair of the Delta Caucus and is a member of the Bay 
Area Caucus, Legislative Outdoor Sporting Caucus and Mental Health Caucus. He is Assembly 
Speaker Rendon’s appointee to the Delta Protection Commission and is a strong advocate for 
protecting the Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. 
 
 

Hon. David S. Kim   
Secretary, California State Transportation Agency 
 
David S. Kim became the third Secretary of the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA) on July 1, 2019 following his 
appointment by Governor Newsom in April 2019. In this role, Secretary 
Kim is responsible for the oversight of 40,000 employees across eight 
departments, boards and commissions whose mission is to advance a 
safe, environmentally sustainable transportation system that maximizes 
mobility for all Californians. 
 

A longtime transportation leader with experience in the private sector as well as all three levels 
of government, Secretary Kim served as Vice President, Government Affairs for Hyundai Motor 
Company from 2017-2019. Prior to this assignment, Secretary Kim spent nearly eight years in 
senior level roles at the U.S. Department of Transportation. He served as Deputy Administrator 
of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the number two position in the agency. 
Additionally, he was FHWA’s Associate Administrator for Policy and Governmental Affairs and 
before that, spent two years as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Governmental Affairs in the 
Office of the Secretary of Transportation. 
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At the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Secretary Kim led federal, 
state and local government affairs from 2004-2009 as Deputy Executive Officer for Federal 
Advocacy and Government Relations. Additionally, he served in the administration of Governor 
Gray Davis from 1999-2003 where he represented the State of California’s interests before 
Congress and the executive branch on transportation, water, energy and environmental 
priorities. From 1998 to 1999, Secretary Kim worked in the Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative as Deputy Assistant U.S. Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs. He 
also spent three years as a Washington representative for the City of Los Angeles. 
 
For a decade, Secretary Kim served on the staff of numerous elected officials in Los Angeles, 
Sacramento and Washington. He spent five years working in various capacities with Xavier 
Becerra, during his time in both the California State Assembly and Congress. Secretary Kim 
began his public service career as a field representative and administrative assistant to State 
Senator David Roberti. 
 
A native of Davis, California, Secretary Kim earned a B.A. in political science from Occidental 
College and a Master of Public Administration from the University of Southern California. 
 
 

Toks Omishakin  
Director, Caltrans 
 
Toks Omishakin was appointed the 33rd Director of the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) by Governor Gavin Newsom 
and sworn in October 2019. As Director, he manages a $15 billion 
budget and nearly 21,000 employees. These employees oversee 
50,000 lane miles of highways, maintain 13,000 bridges, provide 
permitting of more than 400 public-use airports, fund three of Amtrak’s 
busiest intercity rail services and provide transit support to more than 
200 local and regional transit agencies. 

 
Toks’ transportation vision for California features a safe, sustainable and multimodal 
transportation system that builds on strong local partnerships. Transformative innovation will 
also be needed to achieve zero traffic-related deaths and reduce GHGs by 40% by 2030. All 
local communities must be heard and share in the benefits of Caltrans projects, and he 
encourages a Caltrans culture of innovation and taking intelligent risks. 
 
He came to Caltrans following eight years with the Tennessee Department of Transportation 
(TDOT). There, he successfully established environmental, multimodal and planning policies to 
make TDOT one of the best DOTs in the country. 
 
As Deputy Commissioner for Environment and Planning, Toks was responsible for an 
administrative and project budget of more than $300 million annually. He also led the activities 
of the divisions of Environmental Services, Long-Range Planning, Multimodal Transportation 
Resources, and the Freight and Logistics Division. 
 
Prior to that, he served as Director of Healthy Living Initiatives in the Nashville Mayor’s Office. 
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In that capacity, he led the development of Metro Nashville’s Complete Streets Policy and 
helped establish a more balanced approach to transportation planning and design. This 
included spearheading creation of two bicycle sharing programs. 
 
In December 2019, Toks became Chair of the Active Transportation Council for the American 
Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). This came after two years 
serving as committee vice chair and serving as chair of AASHTO’s Multimodal Task Force. He 
is also on the Board at America Walks and has advised the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis through its Transportation Council Board. 
 
Born in Knoxville, Tenn., Toks and his wife have two children. He is completing a Ph.D. in 
engineering management from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; has a master’s degree in 
urban and regional planning from Jackson State University; and a Bachelor of Arts in 
engineering technology from Mississippi Valley State University. 
 
 

Brian P. Kelly  
CEO, California High-Speed Rail Authority 
 
On January 16, 2018, the Board of Directors selected Brian P. Kelly as 
the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the California High-Speed Rail 
Authority. He comes to the Authority with a wealth of experience in 
transportation. Brian served as the first secretary of the new California 
State Transportation Agency (CalSTA), an agency created in 2013, 
which focused solely on transportation. At CalSTA, Brian oversaw eight 
departments, boards and commissions, 38,000 employees and a budget 
of $18.1 billion – one of the largest portfolios in the State of California. 

 
At CalSTA, he was responsible for a variety of complex transportation issues which directly 
impacted almost every Californian, the state’s economy, public safety, highway construction and 
maintenance, and public transit. During his tenure, Brian’s many accomplishments included 
passing Senate Bill 1 (SB 1), the single largest investment in California’s transportation 
infrastructure, moving forward the nation’s first state rulemaking to allow the test and 
deployment of autonomous vehicles, and breaking ground on the first high-speed rail system in 
the nation in California’s Central Valley. 
 
Prior to that, Brian had spent almost two decades at the center of major transportation policy 
decisions in the state of California by serving four successive Senate President pro Tempores. 
He was executive staff director for Senate President pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg from 2008 
to 2012. He was executive principal consultant for Senate President pro Tempore Don Perata 
from 2004 to 2008, principal consultant for Senate President pro Tempore John Burton from 
1998 to 2004, and assistant consultant for Senate President pro Tempore Bill Lockyer from 
1995 to 1998. 
 


