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MODERATOR 
 

Stephen Finnegan 
Manager, Public Affairs and Public Policy, Automobile Club of Southern 
California and Board Member, Mobility 21  
 
Stephen Finnegan leads public affairs, public policy, media 
communications, community programs, and traffic safety efforts for the 
Automobile Club of Southern California (AAA). He advocates for 
motorist and business issues, including improved traffic safety and 
mobility, effective and efficient use of transportation resources, 
adequate infrastructure for economic growth, and a healthy business 
environment. 

 
Stephen has experience in transportation, finance, business, and advocacy. His career includes 
work as a financial analyst with Bank of America, leadership positions in planning and 
operations with the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) and 
serving as a management consultant to public agencies and non-profit organizations. 
 
Stephen received a Master of Arts degree in urban planning from the University of California at 
Los Angeles and a Bachelor of Arts from Claremont McKenna College. 
 
 
PANELISTS 
 

Lucy Dunn 
President & CEO, Orange County Business Council and Board Member, 
Mobility 21 
 
As President and CEO of Orange County Business Council, Lucy Dunn 
leads a dynamic organization of business members, working with 
academia and government, to ensure the county’s economic prosperity 

and high quality of life. OCBC’s work leads in workforce housing, economic development and 
enhancing infrastructure investments.  
 
Before joining OCBC, she served as Director of the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development under Governor Schwarzenegger, who also appointed her to the 
California Transportation Commission in 2008. Governor Jerry Brown reappointed her two more 
terms. She is founding co-chair of the R.E.A.L. Coalition of 23 CEO’s of California’s largest 
business organizations from San Francisco to San Diego advocating for infrastructure, housing, 
education, water and governance reform. She is a founding member of Homeful Foundation, 
dedicated to ending homelessness, and Bolsa Chica Conservancy, advocating good practices 
for wetlands restoration. She serves on the boards of Pacific Symphony, Orange County 
Housing Trust, OC Taxpayers Association, and UCI Foundation, among others.  
 
Lucy has received numerous honors and awards: OC Register named her as one of “Orange 
County’s 100 Most Influential,” the Endangered Habitats League honored her for her work 
advancing protection of habitat and cultural resources, while providing for South Orange County 
mobility options; Orange County Business Journal named her one of OC’s 500 most influential.  
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In addition, Lucy is an attorney, singer, world-traveler and the mother of two sons with 
accomplished daughters-in-law and two grandchildren residing in the Bay Area. 
 
 

Hasan Ikhrata  
Executive Director, San Diego Association of Governments and 
Advisory Board Member, Mobility 21 
 
Considered one of the preeminent transportation planning experts in the 
nation, Hasan Ikhrata is the Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG). SANDAG is the leading 
research, planning, and transportation agency for the San Diego region. 
The agency builds consensus; makes strategic plans; obtains and 
allocates resources; plans, engineers, and builds public transportation, 
and provides information on a broad range of topics pertinent to the 

region's quality of life. Agency policymakers are elected officials from each of the area’s 18 
cities and the county. Hasan leads a staff of over 350 professionals who develop public policy 
initiatives for elected officials on numerous issues encompassing population growth, 
transportation, environmental management, economic development, municipal finance, 
binational coordination, and public safety. 
 
Hasan has more than 35 years of public and private sector transportation planning experience. 
As Chief Executive Officer of SANDAG, he directs day-to-day operations of the agency and 
implements policies set by its Board of Directors. In addition, Hasan is the Chief Executive 
Officer of the SANDAG Service Bureau, the nonprofit public benefit corporation chartered by 
SANDAG. 
 
Hasan has received several awards and honors from various organizations and agencies 
including the American Society of Public Administration, Southern California Leadership 
Council, Orange County Transportation Authority, Orange County Business Council, League of 
California Cities, City of Los Angeles, State of California, Association of the San Bernardino 
County Special Districts, the Building Industry Association, regional chapters of the Women’s 
Transportation Seminar, and numerous others. 
 
Hasan holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in Civil and Industrial Engineering from 
Zaporozhye University in the former Soviet Union, a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from 
UCLA, and a PhD Candidacy in Urban Planning and Transportation from the University of 
Southern California. 
 
Prior to joining SANDAG in 2018, Hasan worked for Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG), Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), and 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 

 
Hasan is an adjunct professor in the business school at California State University, Northridge. 
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Darrell E. Johnson 
CEO, Orange County Transportation Authority and Chair, Mobility 21 
 
Darrell E. Johnson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County 
Transportation Authority, leading an agency of 1,400 employees 
responsible for delivering projects, programs and services that improve 
mobility for more than 3 million county residents. 
 
Under the direction of OCTA’s 17-member Board of Directors, Darrell is 
responsible for a more than $1.2 billion annual budget, implementing 

the planning, financing and coordinating of Orange County's freeway, street and rail 
development, as well as managing countywide bus services, commuter-rail services, paratransit 
service and operation of the 91 Express Lanes.  
 
Since becoming CEO in 2013, Darrell has focused on utilizing innovative financing methods to 
maximize Measure M, Orange County’s voter-approved half-cent sales tax for transportation 
improvements.  
 
More than $3 billion in OCTA projects are under construction, including the $1.9 billion I-405 
Improvement Project and 405 Express Lanes, the largest ever undertaken by the agency, and 
the OC Streetcar, Orange County’s first modern streetcar.  
 
In addition, Darrell is reinventing Orange County’s transit system by delivering services and 
programs that improve efficiency, enhance the passenger experience and better match market 
demands. This effort includes an overhaul of the bus system, adding community-based transit 
services, exploring innovative technology solutions, private-sector partnerships, and piloting on-
demand transportation projects.  
 
Darrell represents OCTA on local, state and national policy issues related to successfully 
planning, financing and delivering transportation programs.  
 
Darrell lives in Rancho Santa Margarita with his wife and two daughters. 
 
 

Darren Kettle  
CEO, Metrolink and Board Member, Mobility 21 
 
Darren Kettle is Chief Executive Officer of Metrolink, Southern 
California’s regional passenger rail service that provides a safe, easy, 
affordable, and stress-free alternative to car travel for the more than 18 
million residents of the six-county mega-region.  
 
Darren is a lifelong public servant with a professional career that spans 
more than 30 years working for local and regional government agencies. 
With a passion for connecting people to and through public transit, 
Darren is focused on expanding Metrolink’s essential role in safely 

connecting people and communities of Southern California to what matters most: family, work, 
housing and fun. To accomplish this, he is leading the agency to continually improve the 
customer experience, collaborating with the region’s transit authorities to provide an integrated 
system with seamless transfers anywhere people want to go. His vision is supported by the 
agency’s Southern California Optimized Rail Expansion (SCORE) Program, a $10 billion, job-
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creating capital program to improve rail safety and service prior to the 2028 Olympic and 
Paralympic games.  
 
Before joining Metrolink in September 2021, Darren was the Executive Director of the Ventura 
County Transportation Commission (VCTC) for 14 years. At VCTC, Darren led a team focused 
on improving transportation planning to ensure wise investments of public funds on a wide array 
of initiatives, ranging from freeway and highway projects, bus, and rail service to bicycle and 
pedestrian projects that foster wellbeing and environmentally friendly activities among residents 
and tourists alike.  
 
Previously, Darren was with the San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) from 
2000 through 2007 – a time when the area, part of the Inland Empire, saw tremendous growth. 
His last position at SANBAG was Director of Freeway Construction, responsible for managing 
the project development and construction of the San Bernardino Valley’s largest transportation 
projects, including State Route 210 extension in Rialto and San Bernardino, widening Interstate 
10 through Redlands, and widening Interstate 215 through San Bernardino, as well as other 
freeway, interchange, and rail crossing projects. Darren played an integral role in the 2004 
passage of San Bernardino County’s ½ cent sales tax extension for transportation projects 
(Measure I).  
 
Early in his SANBAG tenure, Darren was Director of Intergovernmental and Legislative Affairs 
for both SANBAG and the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) where he 
managed a collaborative government affairs program for both counties. Darren was active in 
public and private sector transportation and local government advocacy groups and represented 
SANBAG and RCTC in discussions with State and Federal elected and appointed officials. In 
2002, Darren was instrumental in RCTC’s passage of Riverside County’s ½ cent sales tax 
extension for transportation (Measure A).  
 
Darren has a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara and a Master’s in Public Administration from California State University, San 
Bernardino. Darren and his wife Keri live in Camarillo and enjoy when the “circus” comes to 
town each time their four kids pay a visit. 
 
 

Anne Mayer 
Executive Director, Riverside County Transportation Commission and 
Treasurer, Mobility 21 
 
As the Executive Director of the Riverside County Transportation 
Commission (RCTC), Anne Mayer leads a staff of 77 with an annual 
budget of $1.4 billion. RCTC is the regional transportation agency for 
Riverside County, the nation’s tenth most populous county. Under 
Anne’s leadership, RCTC has delivered on promises made to the voters 
of Riverside County’s Measure A half-cent sales tax measure and 
ensured that transportation projects and programs support quality of life 
and the economy in Riverside County. Anne spearheaded the initiation 

of inland Southern California’s first innovative finance and innovative project delivery efforts, 
which have come to fruition on State Route 91 and Interstate 15. She has also led the 
successful delivery of the first FTA Small Starts project in the region: The Perris Valley Line 
Metrolink Extension, a historic expansion of commuter rail service in Southern California. 
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Anne is past chairwoman and current board member of the Self-Help Counties Coalition, and 
Mobility 21, Southern California’s public-private transportation advocacy coalition. Prior to 
joining RCTC in 2005, Anne was the Caltrans District 8 Director. Anne is a graduate of Michigan 
State University and is a Registered Civil Engineer with over 38 years of service in the 
transportation profession. 
 
 
 
 


