
Contractors’ Roundtable: Crossing the Finish Line 
Friday, October 1, 2021 (9:00 AM to 10:00 AM) 

MODERATOR 
 

Stephanie N. Wiggins 
CEO, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority and Board 
Member, Mobility 21 
 
The Board of Directors of the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) voted to hire Stephanie Wiggins as Metro’s 
CEO on April 8, 2021. A lifelong trailblazer and champion of equity and 
inclusion, Stephanie is the first African American woman to lead the 
agency. As CEO of Metro, she oversees an agency that runs the third-
busiest transit system in the United States and serves as the lead 
transportation planning, programming, and financing agency for the 10.1 

million residents of LA County. Before rejoining Metro as CEO in June 2021, Stephanie served 
for two-and-a-half years as CEO of Metrolink, the nation’s third-largest passenger rail system 
covering 538 route-miles throughout Southern California.  
 
Prior to serving as CEO of Metrolink, Stephanie was the Deputy CEO of Metro, where she 
assisted the CEO in providing leadership and achieving strategic public transportation 
objectives, including the passage in 2016 of Measure M, a half-cent sales tax approved by 71 
percent of LA County voters. She also established the Women and Girls Governing Council. 
During her tenure at Metro, Stephanie also served as the Executive Director of Vendor/Contract 
Management, where she implemented procurement streamlining initiatives and greatly 
expanded Metro’s contracting of small and historically underutilized businesses. Prior to that 
role, Stephanie was the Executive Officer and Project Director of the Congestion 
Reduction/ExpressLanes Program where she launched the first high occupancy toll lanes in LA 
County on the I-10 and I-110. 
 
With a deep and genuine commitment to equity, diversity and inclusion, Stephanie strives to 
provide all people living in Southern California equal access to mobility to get to work, school, 
healthcare and leisure activities. Achieving that goal depends on leading an organization that is 
as diverse and inclusive as the region it serves.  
 
 
PANELISTS 
 

Carol Church  
Deputy Executive Director, Rebuild SoCal Partnership and Board 
Member, Mobility 21 
 
Carol Church serves as the Deputy Executive Director for the Rebuild 
SoCal Partnership (RSCP). Carol joined the Partnership in 2016 where 
she has worked side by side with Executive Director, John Hakel and 
now with incoming Executive Director, Jon Switalski. Throughout her 
tenure RSCP, Carol has been instrumental in the growth and increased 

prestige of the Partnership. 
 
Carol has recently been appointed to the Board of Directors of Mobility 21, serving out John 
Hakel’s term. 
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Carol has lent her expertise to the marketing and public relations efforts of RSCP. In addition, 
Carol has been instrumental in expanding the Partnership’s legislative outreach to where it is 
today. RSCP meets with Congressmen and women along with CA State Supervisors and 
Assembly Members on topics pertaining to construction and infrastructure. 
 
The passage of SB1 (The Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017) remains a crowning 
achievement during Carol’s tenure at RSCP. Other major achievements that Carol has 
managed include: the defeat of Proposition 6, liaison with state and local agencies, award 
winning SB1 video docuseries, media outreach and building other marketing efforts such as the 
Partnership’s website rebuildsocal.org. 
 
When Carol joined the Partnership, she worked alongside Hakel as part of a two-person team. 
Today, RSCP has expanded their team to six and has moved to a new, larger office in 
anticipation of future growth. 
 
Prior to joining the Partnership, Carol worked as a Real Estate Agent and an Executive in Retail 
Sales. Her specialty in Real estate was as a distressed real estate sales negotiator. 
 
Carol attended San Diego State University where she studied Psychology and Business. Her 
areas of expertise include leadership and management skills, marketing, contract negotiation 
and conflict resolution. 
 
 

Denise Cooper  
President & CEO, Cooper Engineering 
 
Denise is the President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Cooper 
Engineering, Inc. (CEI) with over 30 years of experience in the Heavy 
Civil Engineering industry. Cooper Engineering holds an “A” License 
with the CSLB and Denise is the RMO on that license. CEI is a Union 
subcontractor and certified as a Woman-Owned Business Enterprise 
and a Disadvantaged Business Enterprise. CEI builds concrete machine 
extruded barrier rail and concrete paving for roads, highways, and 
airports. As CEI’s CEO, Denise emphasizes delivering innovation, 
efficiency, safety, and quality to CEI’s clients. Denise also believes in 
the importance of being forward thinking and she has focused on 

rethinking the working landscape for the subcontractor while being a good partner to the general 
contractor. In this role, Denise has worked towards developing strong collaborative business 
partnerships.  
 
Denise believes in giving back to her Industry. To this end, Denise strongly supports the 
“Women in Construction” movement and has served in leadership roles in our Industry. Denise 
has served in several capacities on the Board for the Southern California Contractors 
Association (SCCA). Denise is only the second woman in SCCA’s 47-year history to have been 
selected to serve as SCCA’s President. Denise is also active in local and state government, 
serving on several committees that help implement and change policies that directly affect 
infrastructure and promote growth for our industry. 
 
In her community, Denise currently mentors a group of young women ranging from 12 to 18 
years in age. She guides these young women in the skills they need to be successful in their 
personal professional and spiritual lives. Denise holds her Bachelor’s in Business Administration 
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from the California State University at Fullerton. She is committed to the family business and to 
the business of family. Denise loves to spoil her grandchildren and play golf whenever she can.  
 
 

Sally Ellis 
Chief Engineer for Infrastructure, Fluor Corporation 
 
Sally Ellis is a California licensed civil engineer and Chief Engineer for 
Infrastructure at Fluor. In a career spanning over 30 years she has 
gathered experience in planning, design, Research & Development and 
construction. Prior to Fluor, she was with design and ‘research and 
development’ organizations in both the United States and the United 
Kingdom. She has been a specialist advisor to DBFO consortiums in 
Europe, led detailed design for both design build and progressive design 
build projects. Sally’s background also includes representing Highways 
England on the World Road Association for six years. Sample projects 
that she has been involved with include: Heathrow Express, M25 

Widening, SR202 South Mountain Freeway, AZ, Texas Roads Program, TX, and Los Angeles 
Airport Automated People Mover, CA. Ultimately through enjoying the working relationships with 
contractor teams, Sally joined Fluor with an aim to develop more collaborative relationships that 
can help owner, designer and contractor organizations deliver successful projects. She has an 
honors Bachelor of Engineering (civil) from University of Brighton, UK.  
 
 

Bridgette Pleasant  
Project Manager, Bechtel 
 
Bridgette has twenty-five years of experience managing 
telecommunications and construction in the Sothern California. 
Bridgette joined Bechtel in 2002 and held several positions in increased 
responsibility and has helped multiple telecommunications 
providers/carriers increase coverage from Santa Barbara County to San 
Diego County. Bridgette is knowledgeable in federal, state and local 
ordinances for all phases of telecommunication enhancement. Bridgette 
has worked with multiple jurisdiction to revise ordinances to adhere to 

FCC guidelines. Prior to joining Bechtel, Bridgette worked as a real estate paralegal for a 
national mortgage company.  

 
Bridgette holds a bachelor’s degree from UC Santa Barbara in Political Science and an 
Associates Degree in Paralegal Studies 
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Sarah Tacker 
Vice President, Project Controls, Flatiron 
 
Sarah is the Vice President of Project Controls at Flatiron with 22 years 
of experience in the heavy civil construction industry focusing on project 
controls management. Starting her career with Flatiron as an intern in 
1998, Sarah has worked in a number of roles from field engineering to 
project management on various major transportation projects 
throughout the United States including the Presidio Parkway P3 and the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Replacement. She has strategically 
leveraged her experience to standardized processes and tools to 
support the development of project controls best practices at Flatiron. 

 
In Her current role, she continues to work directly with the project teams to ensure best 
practices and sustainable solutions are implemented across the organization. She effectively 
communicates with project management, program management, clients and design teams to 
develop solutions to project challenges to keep projects on time, within budget and without 
disputes. 
 
Sarah holds a degree in Civil Engineering from Tulane University. 
 
 

Mary Teichert 
President, Teichert 
 
Mary has been with Teichert since 2004. She started on the front lines, 
working in Teichert’s QA lab, and went on to serve in a number of roles 
across the company including GM of Teichert Precast, GM of Teichert 
Readymix, President of Construction, and Chief Operating Officer of 
Teichert Inc. before assuming her current role of company President. 
Prior to Teichert, she was a consultant with Bain & Co and a director of 
product strategy at Apple. 
 
A construction and materials company founded by Mary’s great-great- 
grandfather Adolph Teichert in 1887, Teichert Inc. holds California State 

Contractor’s License #8. The Company has always had a strong commitment to serving the 
growth and health of California and its residents. Teichert has built and supplied materials to 
thousands of miles of California’s highways, bridges, dams, levees, and other essential 
infrastructure elements. Teichert has placed the highest value on safe production for 
generations, as the company’s official safety program was started in 1959 by Henry Teichert – 
long before the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) was established in 
1970. 
 
Mary holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a Bachelor’s degree from Harvard 
College. She is a board member of the California Building Industry Association and chair of the 
CBIA Governmental Affairs committee. Mary is a board member of California’s Contractor State 
License Board, a governor’s appointee to the State of California Public Works Contract 
Arbitration Committee, and a member of the executive committees of the Beavers (a heavy 
engineering construction association) and HomeAid (the charitable arm of the North State 
Building Industry Association). Her community activities include volunteering at St. John’s 
Program for Real Change and spending time with her family. 


