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MODERATOR 
 

Maria S. Salinas 
President & CEO, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and Chair, 
Mobility 21 
 
Maria S. Salinas is the President & CEO of the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the largest business association in Los Angeles 
County representing member companies and serving the interests of 
more than 235,000 businesses across the Los Angeles region. Maria 
took the helm of the organization in August of 2018 and became the first 
woman and Latina to lead the Chamber in its 132-year history. An 
accomplished businesswoman, entrepreneur and a determined 
community leader, Maria business acumen and financial expertise 
provides her with the right experience to lead the L.A. Area Chamber.  

 
Maria, a steward of the Chamber’s new vision, “A Thriving Region for All,” has re-imagined the 
role of the Chamber. The Chamber looks to the future with a vision to build an inclusive 
economy and lead in three pillar areas of focus: advocacy work, global engagement and 
through community collaboration for economic growth and mobility. The Los Angeles region, 
which is the 14th largest economy in the world, and the Chamber membership represents a 
broad spectrum of industries, small businesses, corporations, academic institutions and 
nonprofits, which are all examples that the Los Angeles economy is diverse, dynamic and that 
business is a force for good.  
 
Maria is an appointee to Governor Gavin Newsom’s Commission on the Future of Work and 
named to his Business and Jobs Recovery Task Force. She was appointed to the US Chamber 
of Commerce’s Committee of 100, a distinction reserved for the top 100 Chambers across the 
country. She represents the Los Angeles business community in state- wide policy initiatives 
with the Coalition of Regional Economic Association Leaders (R.E.A.L.), she is a member of the 
Board of Directors of Mobility 21, a regional transportation effort, and an appointee of Mayor 
Eric Garcetti to the MEXLA Commission, a foreign policy initiative between Mexico and Los 
Angeles. She serves on the Board of Directors of The Music Center, Pacific Council, UnidosUS 
and Southern California Leadership Network among others.  
 
Maria lives in Pasadena, California, with her husband and their four sons. 
 
 
PANELISTS 
 

Lee Ann Eager 
Chair, California Transportation Commission and President/CEO, Fresno 
County Economic Development Corportation 
 
Lee Ann Eager has served on the California Transportation Commission 
since 2020 and was recently appointed as Chairman of the CTC. She is 
the President/CEO of the Fresno County Economic Development 
Corporation, a business development non-profit focused on driving 
inclusive economic growth throughout Fresno County. Her work includes 
attracting investment to the area, retention, rural business expansion, and 
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public policy initiatives as part of the region’s vision to create long-term economic resiliency.  
 
Lee Ann plays a key strategic and leadership role within the Central Valley, working with 
stakeholders within the private, public, philanthropic and academic sectors— nationally and 
internationally. She’s earned a strong reputation for leading the EDC into becoming a dynamic, 
agile, and internationally award-winning organization that strives to meet the needs of both 
employers, workers, and job seekers to take part of the community’s economic growth.  
 
A consistent thread throughout Lee Ann’s career is working to improve the conditions of families 
in her community. As President/CEO of the EDC and Chairman of the CTC, she uses that 
unique experience in prioritizing programs and funding to uplift families of the Central Valley 
region.  
 
Lee Ann graduated Summa Cum Laude from California State University, Fresno, and also 
earned her Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of California, Davis School of Law.  
  
 

Hon. Josh Newman 
Senator, California State Senate and Committee Member, Senate 
Transportation Committee 
 
State Senator Josh Newman represents the 29th Senate District, which 
is comprised of portions of Los Angeles, Orange, and San Bernardino 
Counties. 
 
Senator Newman grew up on the East Coast, in New York State, in a 
little city called Poughkeepsie, about an hour and half north up the 
Hudson River from New York City. His dad was a general surgeon who 
did emergency room work in two local hospitals and his mom was active 

in community affairs, serving as the President of their local school district and eventually as 
mayor of their hometown. 
 
After graduation from Yale University, where he majored in History with a focus on 20th Century 
politics and government, he served as an artillery officer in the United States Army, with duty 
assignments with a nuclear weapons unit in South Korea and a conventional artillery battalion in 
the 25th Infantry Division in Hawaii.  
 
Following the completion of his active duty military service obligation, he relocated to California 
from Hawaii. Senator Newman’s professional experience since then has included work in local 
government, public affairs and marketing, film and television production, and Internet media 
technology. 
 
In 2012, Senator Newman founded an initiative, ArmedForce2Workforce, to assist 
young military veterans in the pursuit of rewarding, career-oriented employment following the 
completion of their own military service and return to the Greater Los Angeles/Orange County 
area. That work coupled with his frustration with the lack of progress and support from various 
levels of government in doing right by the young men and women who had bravely served, led 
to his decision to run for public office. 
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In 2016, he ran a successful grassroots campaign for the California State Senate, focused on a 
message of service, common sense, and accountability on behalf of the residents of the 16 
cities across three counties in California’s 29th Senate District. 
 
As a public servant, Senator Newman prides himself on being active, accessible, and 
accountable, unafraid to put constituents over politics and working families ahead of special 
interests.  
 
In the State Senate, Senator Newman is Chair of the Special Committee on Pandemic 
Emergency Response. He also serves on the committees on Business & Professions; Budget & 
Fiscal Review; Budget Subcommittee 5 on Corrections, Public Safety, Judiciary, Labor and 
Transportation; Elections; Labor, Public Employment & Retirement; Transportation; and 
Veterans Affairs. 
 
Senator Newman and his wife Darcy live in Fullerton with their young daughter and four weird 
but lovable rescue Chihuahuas. 
 
 

Toks Omishakin 
Secretary, CalSTA 
 
Toks Omishakin was appointed the Secretary of the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA) by Governor Gavin Newsom and 
sworn in February 2022. He previously served as Director of the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) since 2019, where he 
managed a $15 billion budget and nearly 22,000 employees who 
oversee 50,000 lane miles of highway, maintain approximately 20,000 
bridges, provide permitting of more than 400 public-use airports, fund 
three of Amtrak’s busiest intercity rail services and provide transit 

support to more than 200 local and regional transit agencies.  
 
Tok’s transportation vision for California features a safe, equitable, sustainable, and multimodal 
transportation system that builds on strong local partnerships. As Caltrans Director, he and the 
leadership team established the 5 Priorities for the Department in 2019 and, in 2020, finalized a 
new Strategic Plan with a focus on Caltrans’ foundational principles of Equity, Climate Action 
and Safety. He also encouraged a Caltrans culture of innovation and intelligent risk-taking, as 
transformative innovation will be needed to achieve zero traffic-related deaths and reduce 
GHGs by 40% by 2030.  
 
Having been immersed in the transportation industry for almost two decades, Secretary Toks 
came to CalSTA and Caltrans following eight years with the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation (TDOT). There, he successfully established environmental, multimodal and 
planning policies to make TDOT one of the best state DOTs in the country. As Deputy 
Commissioner for Environment and Planning, he was responsible for an administrative and 
project budget of more than $300 million annually. He also led the activities of the divisions of 
Environmental Services, Long-Range Planning, Multimodal Transportation Resources, and the 
Freight and Logistics Division.  
 
Prior to that role, he served as Director of Healthy Living Initiatives in the Nashville Mayor’s 
Office. In that capacity, he led development of Nashville’s Complete Streets Policy and helped 
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establish a more balanced approach to transportation planning and design. This included 
spearheading creation of two bicycle sharing programs.  
 
In December 2019, Toks became Chair of the Council on Active Transportation for the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). This came after 
serving two years as committee vice chair and serving as inaugural chair of AASHTO’s 
Multimodal Task Force. He is on the Board of America Walks, Veloz, Mineta Transportation 
Institute and ITS World Congress and has advised the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis 
through its Transportation Council Board. 
 
Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, Toks and his wife have two children. He is completing a Ph.D. in 
Engineering Management from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; has a master’s degree in 
Urban and Regional Planning from Jackson State University; and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Engineering Technology from Mississippi Valley State University. 
 
 

Eric Sauer 
Senior Vice President of Government Affairs, California Trucking 
Association 
 
Senior Vice President of Government Affairs California Trucking 
Association Eric Sauer is the Senior Vice President 
of Government Affairs for the California Trucking Association (CTA) and 
is responsible for overseeing the Association’s advocacy, regulatory and 
policy agenda and priorities. Eric has been with CTA since 2001 and 

was promoted to Senior Vice President in 2014. Throughout his tenure at CTA, Eric has worked 
extensively with the California Highway Patrol, Department of Motor Vehicles, 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) and the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration on 
the development and implementation of major programs and regulations impacting the trucking 
industry. In 2015 he was appointed to the California Road Charge Technical Advisory 
Committee. Additionally, Eric has been the Chairperson for the California Transportation Permit 
Advisory Council (CTPAC) since its inception (2003). He is a graduate of California State 
University, Sacramento and is a resident of Drytown, California.  


