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MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
 

Doug Shupe 
Corporate Communications & Programs Manager, Automobile Club of 
Southern California 
 
Doug is a Corporate Communications Manager for the Auto Club of 
Southern California, serving as a primary media spokesperson 
throughout the 13 southern counties of the Golden State. He also 
serves as the public relations lead on the Auto Club’s anti-texting while 
driving campaign called, “Don’t Drive Intoxicated. Don’t Drive 
Intexticated.” The goal of the multi-year initiative is to make smartphone 
use behind the wheel as socially unacceptable as alcohol-impaired 

driving. Prior to joining AAA, Doug was a television news reporter and anchor for 16 years in 
Florida and Texas. His experience covering traffic-safety related stories as a journalist brings 
real-world approaches to educating drivers about the potential dangers on our roads. 
 
 
WELCOME REMARKS 
 

Maria S. Salinas 
President & CEO, Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and Chair, 
Mobility 21 
 
Maria S. Salinas is the President & CEO of the Los Angeles Area 
Chamber of Commerce, the largest business association in Los Angeles 
County representing member companies and serving the interests of 
more than 235,000 businesses across the Los Angeles region. Maria 
took the helm of the organization in August of 2018 and became the first 
woman and Latina to lead the Chamber in its 132-year history. An 
accomplished businesswoman, entrepreneur and a determined 
community leader, Maria business acumen and financial expertise 
provides her with the right experience to lead the L.A. Area Chamber.  

 
Maria, a steward of the Chamber’s new vision, “A Thriving Region for All,” has re-imagined the 
role of the Chamber. The Chamber looks to the future with a vision to build an inclusive 
economy and lead in three pillar areas of focus: advocacy work, global engagement and 
through community collaboration for economic growth and mobility. The Los Angeles region, 
which is the 14th largest economy in the world, and the Chamber membership represents a 
broad spectrum of industries, small businesses, corporations, academic institutions and 
nonprofits, which are all examples that the Los Angeles economy is diverse, dynamic and that 
business is a force for good.  
 
Maria is an appointee to Governor Gavin Newsom’s Commission on the Future of Work and 
named to his Business and Jobs Recovery Task Force. She was appointed to the US Chamber 
of Commerce’s Committee of 100, a distinction reserved for the top 100 Chambers across the 
country. She represents the Los Angeles business community in state- wide policy initiatives 
with the Coalition of Regional Economic Association Leaders (R.E.A.L.), she is a member of the 
Board of Directors of Mobility 21, a regional transportation effort, and an appointee of Mayor 
Eric Garcetti to the MEXLA Commission, a foreign policy initiative between Mexico and Los 
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Angeles. She serves on the Board of Directors of The Music Center, Pacific Council, UnidosUS 
and Southern California Leadership Network among others.  
 
Maria lives in Pasadena, California, with her husband and their four sons. 
 
 

Darrell E. Johnson 
CEO, Orange County Transportation Authority and Immediate Past 
Chair, Mobility 21 
 
Darrell E. Johnson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County 
Transportation Authority, leading an agency of 1,400 employees 
responsible for delivering projects, programs and services that improve 
mobility for more than 3 million county residents. 
 
Under the direction of OCTA’s 17-member Board of Directors, Darrell is 
responsible for a more than $1.2 billion annual budget, implementing the 
planning, financing and coordinating of Orange County's freeway, street 

and rail development, as well as managing countywide bus services, commuter-rail services, 
paratransit service and operation of the 91 Express Lanes.  
 
Since becoming CEO in 2013, Darrell has focused on utilizing innovative financing methods to 
maximize Measure M, Orange County’s voter-approved half-cent sales tax for transportation 
improvements.  
 
More than $3 billion in OCTA projects are under construction, including the $1.9 billion I-405 
Improvement Project and 405 Express Lanes, the largest ever undertaken by the agency, and 
the OC Streetcar, Orange County’s first modern streetcar.  
 
In addition, Darrell is reinventing Orange County’s transit system by delivering services and 
programs that improve efficiency, enhance the passenger experience and better match market 
demands. This effort includes an overhaul of the bus system, adding community-based transit 
services, exploring innovative technology solutions, private-sector partnerships, and piloting on-
demand transportation projects.  
 
Darrell represents OCTA on local, state and national policy issues related to successfully 
planning, financing and delivering transportation programs.  
 
Darrell lives in Rancho Santa Margarita with his wife and two daughters. 
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Hon. Mark A. Murphy 
Chair, Orange County Transportation Authority and Mayor, City of 
Orange  
 
Chairman Mark A. Murphy is proud to have called Orange his home for 
his entire life. He was born at St. Joseph’s Hospital and graduated from 
Orange High School. He continued his education at Santa Ana College, 
and ultimately earned his Bachelor of Science and Master of Business 
Administration degrees from the University of Southern California, 
where he also taught as a graduate assistant in the Business School.  
 

Mayor Murphy has served on local agency governing bodies, including Foothill Eastern 
Transportation Corridor Agency, Orange Elderly Services, and Orange Housing Development 
Corporation. He also actively supports numerous community organizations including the Orange 
Elks, the YMCA, the Friendly Center, the Orange Public Library Foundation, and the Community 
Foundation of Orange.  
 
Mayor Murphy has been actively involved with causes, organizations and/or government in the 
City of Orange since his college days. His tenure on the City Council starting in 1993, combined 
with his business career, provides him with the unique opportunity to apply private industry 
knowledge and experience to the responsibilities of public office.  
 
Mayor Murphy and his wife Vikki live in the eastern part of the city. His personal interests 
include music, sports (especially basketball), scuba diving and riding his Harley Davidson.  
 
 

Hon. Ara Najarian  
Chair, Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority; Chair, 
Metrolink and Councilmember, City of Glendale 
 
Ara Najarian has served as a member of the Glendale City Council 
since 2005 and has served as Mayor for four terms. Councilmember 
Najarian Serves as Vice Chair of the Board of Directors of the Los 
Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA). He served as 
MTA Chairman from 2009 -2010. Councilmember Najarian is currently 
Chairman of the Board of Metrolink. Councilmember Najarian has been 
a member of the San Fernando Valley Council of Governments 

representing Glendale since 2010 and has served two years as Chairman. Councilmember 
Najarian currently sits on the board of directors of the Hollywood Burbank Airport Authority.  
 
Councilmember Najarian has been an attorney in private practice in Glendale for 30 years. He 
received a BA in Economics from Occidental College and a J.D. from the USC School of Law. 
Councilmember Najarian has worked for Pasadena area U.S. Congressman Carlos Moorehead 
in Washington D.C. and in the LA County District Attorney’s office. He has presided as a 
mediator and Judge Pro Tem for the Los Angeles Superior Courts.  
 
Councilmember Najarian is the father of two boys and is married to national news anchor 
Palmira Perez.  
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TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 
 

Toks Omishakin 
Secretary, CalSTA 
 
Toks Omishakin was appointed the Secretary of the California State 
Transportation Agency (CalSTA) by Governor Gavin Newsom and 
sworn in February 2022. He previously served as Director of the 
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) since 2019, where he 
managed a $15 billion budget and nearly 22,000 employees who 
oversee 50,000 lane miles of highway, maintain approximately 20,000 
bridges, provide permitting of more than 400 public-use airports, fund 
three of Amtrak’s busiest intercity rail services and provide transit 

support to more than 200 local and regional transit agencies.  
 
Tok’s transportation vision for California features a safe, equitable, sustainable, and multimodal 
transportation system that builds on strong local partnerships. As Caltrans Director, he and the 
leadership team established the 5 Priorities for the Department in 2019 and, in 2020, finalized a 
new Strategic Plan with a focus on Caltrans’ foundational principles of Equity, Climate Action 
and Safety. He also encouraged a Caltrans culture of innovation and intelligent risk-taking, as 
transformative innovation will be needed to achieve zero traffic-related deaths and reduce 
GHGs by 40% by 2030.  
 
Having been immersed in the transportation industry for almost two decades, Secretary Toks 
came to CalSTA and Caltrans following eight years with the Tennessee Department of 
Transportation (TDOT). There, he successfully established environmental, multimodal and 
planning policies to make TDOT one of the best state DOTs in the country. As Deputy 
Commissioner for Environment and Planning, he was responsible for an administrative and 
project budget of more than $300 million annually. He also led the activities of the divisions of 
Environmental Services, Long-Range Planning, Multimodal Transportation Resources, and the 
Freight and Logistics Division.  
 
Prior to that role, he served as Director of Healthy Living Initiatives in the Nashville Mayor’s 
Office. In that capacity, he led development of Nashville’s Complete Streets Policy and helped 
establish a more balanced approach to transportation planning and design. This included 
spearheading creation of two bicycle sharing programs.  
 
In December 2019, Toks became Chair of the Council on Active Transportation for the 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO). This came after 
serving two years as committee vice chair and serving as inaugural chair of AASHTO’s 
Multimodal Task Force. He is on the Board of America Walks, Veloz, Mineta Transportation 
Institute and ITS World Congress and has advised the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis 
through its Transportation Council Board. 
 
Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, Toks and his wife have two children. He is completing a Ph.D. in 
Engineering Management from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville; has a master’s degree in 
Urban and Regional Planning from Jackson State University; and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Engineering Technology from Mississippi Valley State University. 
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Tony Tavares 
Director, Caltrans 
 
Tony Tavares was appointed the 34th Director of the Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) by Governor Gavin Newsom and sworn in 
June 2022. Tony manages a nearly $20 billion budget and more than 
22,000 employees who oversee 50,000 lane miles of highway, maintain 
approximately 20,000 bridges, provide permitting of more than 400 
public-use airports, fund three of Amtrak’s busiest intercity rail services 
and provide transit support to more than 200 local and regional transit 
agencies. 

 
Tony’s transportation vision for California addresses critical climate issues and advances a safe, 
equitable, accessible, sustainable, and multimodal transportation system that builds on strong 
partnerships and robust stakeholder engagement. He fosters a people-first culture built on the 
principles of Safety, Equity, Climate Action, and Economic Prosperity -- furthering a California 
for all. He encourages innovation and intelligent risk-taking, as transformative innovation will be 
needed to achieve zero traffic-related deaths and serious injuries by 2050 and reduce 
greenhouse gases (GHGs) by 40% by 2030. 
 
Tony’s most recently served as Director of Caltrans District 7, which encompasses expansive 
Los Angeles and Ventura counties. As District 7 Director, he oversaw transportation systems in 
a dynamic region that boasts 25% of California’s population; an annual construction program of 
more than $2 billion; and some of the most innovative solutions to help move people and goods 
through Southern California, part of the 5th largest economy in the world. 
 
Prior to overseeing District 7, he served as Caltrans Bay Area Director (District 4) where he was 
instrumental in implementing California’s landmark Senate Bill 1 (SB1), the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act. Tony also progressed Caltrans’ goals as he served on several boards of 
regional transportation planning agencies, joint powers authorities and transit development. 
 
From 2010 to 2018, Tony served as the statewide Division Chief for Maintenance. There, he 
directed 7,000 multi-disciplinary professional employees with an annual budget allocation of 
almost $2.2 billion. In the first year of SB1, he also delivered over $1 billion in pavement, bridge 
and culvert projects. 
 
Tony’s has also held executive leadership roles at Caltrans as the Division Chief for Right of 
Way and Land Surveys; North Region Deputy Director for Structure Construction; Deputy 
Division Chief for Construction; and District 10 Director. In 2013, Tony was awarded the 
Pavement Pioneer Award from the National Asphalt Pavement Association for his contribution in 
perpetual pavement projects. 
 
Tony’s is a graduate of University of California, Davis, with a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering. He is a Professional Engineer (PE) and a certified Project Management 
Professional (PMP). 
 


