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MODERATOR 
 

Sarah L. Catz 
Director, Center for Urban Infrastructure and Advisory Board Member, 
Mobility 21 
 
Sarah L. Catz is the Director of the Center for Urban Infrastructure at 
University of Massachusetts Global, and a Researcher in the Institute of 
Transportation Studies at University of California, Irvine. She joined the 
Mobility 21 Advisory Board in 2015. 
 
During the past two decades, Sarah has been a leading 
transportation/infrastructure and public policy expert and has played a 
key role in critical transportation and infrastructure projects, both at the 
local and state levels. She has served as the state’s acting Deputy 

Secretary of Transportation as well as the project manager for The Commission on Building for 
the 21st Century, a California infrastructure commission that included projects within water, 
transportation, housing, facilities and technology areas. While with the state of California, Sarah 
also helped secure state funding for critical infrastructure projects, including major rail projects 
in Southern California. 
 
Sarah spent 10 years on the Board of Directors of the Orange County Transportation Authority 
and served as Chairman of the Board and was a founding member and two-term chairperson of 
the Board of Directors of Southern California Regional Rail Authority (Metrolink). Sarah is a past 
chair of the Orange County Forum, a nonpartisan current affairs organization convening the 
Orange County civic community to exchange ideas and discuss public policy issues with 
distinguished speakers and national leaders. She is currently a Senior Partner at Vectis 
Strategies. 
 
Sarah has been recognized by The League of Women Voters of Orange County with the “OC 
Woman of Achievement” Award and by OC Metro Magazine as one of “10 Women Making a 
Difference in Orange County.” She also is the recipient of the California Transportation 
Foundation Tranny Award for “Citizen of the Year” and has been named “Woman of the Year” 
three times by the Orange County Chapter of WTS. 
 
Sarah received her law degree from the University of Santa Clara and her bachelor’s degree 
from George Washington University. 
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PANELISTS 
 

Darrell E. Johnson 
CEO, Orange County Transportation Authority and Immediate Past 
Chair, Mobility 21 
 
Darrell E. Johnson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Orange County 
Transportation Authority, leading an agency of 1,400 employees 
responsible for delivering projects, programs and services that improve 
mobility for more than 3 million county residents. 
 
Under the direction of OCTA’s 17-member Board of Directors, Darrell is 
responsible for a more than $1.2 billion annual budget, implementing the 
planning, financing and coordinating of Orange County's freeway, street 

and rail development, as well as managing countywide bus services, commuter-rail services, 
paratransit service and operation of the 91 Express Lanes.  
 
Since becoming CEO in 2013, Darrell has focused on utilizing innovative financing methods to 
maximize Measure M, Orange County’s voter-approved half-cent sales tax for transportation 
improvements.  
 
More than $3 billion in OCTA projects are under construction, including the $1.9 billion I-405 
Improvement Project and 405 Express Lanes, the largest ever undertaken by the agency, and 
the OC Streetcar, Orange County’s first modern streetcar.  
 
In addition, Darrell is reinventing Orange County’s transit system by delivering services and 
programs that improve efficiency, enhance the passenger experience and better match market 
demands. This effort includes an overhaul of the bus system, adding community-based transit 
services, exploring innovative technology solutions, private-sector partnerships, and piloting on-
demand transportation projects.  
 
Darrell represents OCTA on local, state and national policy issues related to successfully 
planning, financing and delivering transportation programs.  
 
Darrell lives in Rancho Santa Margarita with his wife and two daughters. 
 
 

Hasan Ikhrata 
CEO, San Diego Association of Governments and Advisory Board 
Member, Mobility 21 
 
Considered one of the preeminent transportation planning experts in the 
nation, Hasan Ikhrata is the Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego 
Association of Governments (SANDAG). SANDAG is the leading 
research, planning, and transportation agency for the San Diego region. 
The agency builds consensus; makes strategic plans; obtains and 
allocates resources; plans, engineers, and builds public transportation, 
and provides information on a broad range of topics pertinent to the 

region's quality of life. Agency policymakers are elected officials from each of the area’s 18 
cities and the county. Hasan leads a staff of over 350 professionals who develop public policy 
initiatives for elected officials on numerous issues encompassing population growth, 
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transportation, environmental management, economic development, municipal finance, 
binational coordination, and public safety. 
 
Hasan has more than 35 years of public and private sector transportation planning experience. 
As Chief Executive Officer of SANDAG, he directs day-to-day operations of the agency and 
implements policies set by its Board of Directors. In addition, Hasan is the Chief Executive 
Officer of the SANDAG Service Bureau, the nonprofit public benefit corporation chartered by 
SANDAG. 
 
Hasan has received several awards and honors from various organizations and agencies 
including the American Society of Public Administration, Southern California Leadership 
Council, Orange County Transportation Authority, Orange County Business Council, League of 
California Cities, City of Los Angeles, State of California, Association of the San Bernardino 
County Special Districts, the Building Industry Association, regional chapters of the Women’s 
Transportation Seminar, and numerous others. 
 
Hasan holds a Bachelor’s and a Master’s degree in Civil and Industrial Engineering from 
Zaporozhye University in the former Soviet Union, a Master’s degree in Civil Engineering from 
UCLA, and a PhD Candidacy in Urban Planning and Transportation from the University of 
Southern California. 
 
Prior to joining SANDAG in 2018, Hasan worked for Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG), Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), and 
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD). 
 
Hasan is an adjunct professor in the business school at California State University, Northridge. 
  
 

David S. Kim 
Senior Vice President and Principal, National Transportation Policy and 
Multimodal Strategy, WSP USA 
 
David S. Kim is a transportation executive with WSP USA, a global 
engineering and professional services firm. He is based in the 
company’s Washington, D.C. office. 
 
In his role as Senior Vice President and Principal, National 
Transportation Policy and Multimodal Strategy, David works with WSP’s 
Advisory national business line, collaborating with senior transportation 

executives in the public and private sector across the United States. He guides policymaking 
that supports federal funding for transportation projects anticipated under the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law enacted in November 2021. He also guides the delivery of transportation 
capital projects, including strategic planning and policy, environmental process, funding and 
finance and capital delivery. 
 
Prior to joining WSP, David served as Secretary of the California State Transportation Agency 
(CalSTA). He was appointed by Governor Gavin Newsom in April 2019 and served as Cabinet 
Secretary until January 2022. David was responsible for oversight of 40,000 employees across 
eight departments, boards and commissions whose mission is to advance a safe, 
environmentally sustainable transportation system that maximizes mobility for all Californians. 
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A longtime transportation leader with experience in the private sector as well as all three levels 
of government, David was Vice President, Government Affairs for Hyundai Motor Company from 
2017-2019. Prior to this assignment, David spent nearly eight years in senior level roles at the 
U.S. Department of Transportation. He served as Deputy Administrator of the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), the number two position in the agency. Additionally, he was FHWA’s 
Associate Administrator for Policy and Governmental Affairs and before that, spent two years as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Governmental Affairs in the Office of the Secretary of 
Transportation. 
 
At the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, David led federal, state and 
local government affairs from 2004-2009 as Deputy Executive Officer for Federal Advocacy and 
Government Relations. Additionally, he served in the administration of Governor Gray Davis 
from 1999-2003 where he represented the State of California’s interests before Congress and 
the executive branch on transportation, water, energy and environmental priorities. From 1998 
to 1999, David worked in the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative as Deputy Assistant U.S. 
Trade Representative for Congressional Affairs. He also spent three years as a Washington 
representative for the City of Los Angeles. 
 
For a decade, David served on the staff of numerous elected officials in Los Angeles, 
Sacramento and Washington. He spent five years working in various capacities with 
 
 

Jeanie Ward-Waller 
Deputy Director of Planning and Modal Programs, Caltrans 
 
Jeanie Ward-Waller is the Deputy Director, Planning and Modal 
Programs. Jeanie has served as Acting District 2 Director and provided 
leadership as Caltrans’ Sustainability Program Manager in the Director’s 
Office where she led the growth of the Sustainability Program in 
implementing new initiatives across Caltrans.  
 
Before joining Caltrans, Jeanie worked for over a decade in the private 
sector as a structural engineer and in the non-profit sector as policy 
director for two transportation organizations—the California Bicycle 

Coalition and the Safe Routes Partnership. As a structural engineer, she managed design and 
construction oversight on large-scale building projects, including a 40-story tower in downtown 
Boston.  
 
In each of her roles, Jeanie has built trusted partnerships with diverse stakeholders across 
government, non-profit, academic, and private sectors to develop creative solutions, advance 
policy change, and effectively implement new programs.  
  
Jeanie has a master’s degree in Engineering for Sustainable Development from the University 
of Cambridge and a master’s degree in Civil Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. She earned her bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering at Brown University. She is 
a licensed Civil Engineer in California and Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design 
(LEED) accredited professional. 


